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A message from the Regional
Landcare Coordinator
Hi everyone,
What a busy month it has been across the
catchment. I’ve had so much fun venturing out
and about over the past four weeks, seeing the
catchment wetting up and snowing in ranges has
been a real treat as has visiting projects funded
through the 2015-16 Community Grants program.
Speaking of which, I anticipate that the 2016-17
North Central Community Grants program
application period will commence in early July.
In the past few months, the North Central CMA
Landcare team undertook a Community Grants
Efficiencies Review to determine key areas of
improvement in relation to the process; from
application to assessment and acquittal.
Key improvements include:
•

2016-17 Community Grants applications will be
going online via SmartyGrants

•

Improved application questions and
assessment criteria alignment

•

Six week application period and mandatory
survey released prior to grant application
period

We do acknowledge that moving the application
process online won't be everyone's cup of tea,
rest assured there will be plenty of guidance along
the way.
We're most confident that groups have the
capacity to apply online (or get assistance to do
so) given the overwhelming movement to grants
programs being online, the high volume of
emailed applications in 2015-16, as well as the
demonstrated success of all 2014-15 funded
groups completing their mapping online.
It’s certainly a change for us all but a certain
change for the better!
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The 2016 Annual Water Science forum was a huge
success. Held on June 4, the event showcased the
scientific expertise among our Landcare and
Waterwatch volunteers. Read more about the day
in the Waterwatch Section on Page 7.
The Landcare Network Facilitators are meeting
with Mandy and I on July 6 to discuss ideas for
2016-17 events and workshops, as well as plans for
30 years of Landcare celebration events.
The North Central CMA Landcare team has
funding to host a celebration event, so we've got
our thinking caps on and would welcome
partnering with local groups and networks. An
honour roll of Landcare service is always a part of
any celebration event, and we encourage you to
email in and nominate your local champions and
their years of service to Landcare.
Finally, the RLC project is again sponsoring limited
places for Landcare members to attend the
National Landcare Conference & Awards in
September- see Page 4 for more details on EOI
process.
Happy reading,

Tess Grieves
Regional Landcare Coordinator
North Central Catchment Management Authority
Phone: 03 5448 7124
Email: tess.grieves@nccma.vic.gov.au
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News…
Welcome James Nelsson
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Supporting Landcare in north central
Victoria- 2015-16 Survey
The annual grant round comes with the annual
Landcare survey, and this year is no different but
we've certainly listened and there is a bright
side!
The survey for the coming round of grants will be
open to complete in early July, allowing your
group or network more time to populate the
online form ahead of the application period.
The 2014-15 survey data was fundamental to
creating the 2014-15 North Central Landcare
report card, the Victorian Landcare Report card
and the Victorian CMA's Actions and
Achievements Report. THANK YOU again for your
ongoing contribution to telling the Landcare story.

James Nelsson is the new Loddon Plains Landcare
Network (LPLN) Facilitator and GOANNA Project
worker. James is responsible for facilitating the
successful outcomes of the many local Landcare
and Friends groups’ projects.
James has many years’ experience in project
management and natural resource management. He
grew up in a rural community, where his family were
share farmers working two dairies and a piggery in the
Upper Yarra Valley, near Warburton.

A Toe in the Water
Tess Grieves
I was thrilled to be invited along to Cornish Hill,
beside Daylesford's Botanical Gardens for a day of
planting with the Daylesford Dharma School. The
day was organised by the Friends of Cornish Hill.
Margie Thomas is certainly one active and
organised woman, welcoming around 15 students
to site and setting them straight to work.

James has worked for federal, state and local
government, managing various projects and working
with communities. He worked as a Bush Fire Case
Manager, assisting fire affected families, individuals and
communities impacted by the 2009 Black Saturday
bushfires. He has a Bachelor of Applied Science in
Environmental Management and a Diploma of
Conservation and Land Management.
When James isn’t undertaking work for the LPLN and
the GOANNA project, he is busy carrying out
environmental work on his own covenanted
conservation property, which adjoins Mt Korong in
Glenalbyn. Contact James via www.lpln.org

With the site prep done, weed mats in tow, the
students got to work planting alongside the creek
and learning about the area as they went. Having
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completed a similar planting session in the years
prior, many students were thrilled to see their
plants growing tall and thriving.

Intrepid Landcare!
An adventurous way to inspire
young Australians to connect with
their local communities and
protect the environment.

Co-founded by National Young Landcare
Ambassadors Megan Rowlatt and Naomi
Edwards, Intrepid Landcare (IL) provides a
common space to inspire, connect and
empower young Australians to act and lead
in Landcare.
IL bring the fruits of the highly successful
Illawarra and Gold Coast Intrepid Landcare
experience, which are carving sustainable
futures for young people across the Illawarra
and Gold Coast regions to get involved in
Landcare, and other environmental initiatives
that are appealing to the youth of today.
A recent survey conducted by Megan Rowlatt
showed that the most common reasons why
young people aged 12-36 years were not involved
in Landcare was because:
1. They were not aware of what Landcare was
2. They were not aware of Landcare opportunities
in their community
3. They were not motivated
4. No-body has asked them to join

So what does this mean for the future of Landcare
and the next generation?
It means Intrepid Landcare have the flexibility to
create opportunities for young people to develop
and drive what their vision of Landcare is in
different communities, regions and countries.
Are you looking for a little assistance in your
community? Well hello! Are you a community
dying to get more young people involved in
Landcare? We are certainly here to help! Intrepid
Landcare has a whole range of services on offer
for a small fee to inspire adventurous young
people in your community to act and lead in
Landcare
For more information and to get in touch with
these enthusiastic group leaders
E: intrepidlandcareau@gmail.com or
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facebook.com/landcareintrepid

Looking for labour for your Landcare
project?
Matthew Menhennet is a name worth knowing.
Having recently presented at the statewide
Landcare team meeting at DELWP, Matthew is the
Landmate and Agricultural Manager- Prison
Industries at Corrections Victoria.
If you aren't aware, the Landmate program is set
up primarily to assist Landcare and community
groups and landholders to achieve environmental
improvements within range of Victorian
Government correctional facilities.
Crews come fully equipped, supervised and can
undertake a range of standard on ground works
including weed control, fencing, vegetation, seed
collecting and some chainsaw operations.
DELWP and Corrections Victoria have a strong
partnership with the Landmate program, which
allows crews to undertake works on DELWP
funded projects, including Victorian Landcare
Grant funded projects free of charge.
For more information about the program, contact
Matthew on:
Mobile: 0408 360 407
Email: matthew.menhennet@justice.vic.gov.au

Hitting the headlines
Two local stories have caught our attention in the
Weekly Times. The first was back in late May
which featured Loddon Plain Landcare Network
Chair, Andy Hay from Kamarooka and the efforts
of the Northern United Forestry Group in restoring
his saline land.
http://www.weeklytimesnow.com.au/agribusiness
/on-farm/perennial-vegetation-saves-saline-landand-provides-extra-feed-for-kamarooka-farmersandy-and-carol-hay/newsstory/28b3d13b0e7b13de2c14f74460379a1e
Furthermore, a local product coming out of Natte
Yallock, Dad's Oats (http://www.dadsoats.com)
has had amazing coverage recently.
Born a year ago, Dad's Oats is another arm of the
Cain family business focused on the concept of
'single origin oats' and a wholefoods product
direct to the consumer. A successful crowd
funding campaign to raise funds for an online
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store far exceeded the family's expectations, and
the product is booming.
Popping up on tables in cafés all around
Melbourne and packets placed at counters across
central Victoria this is a wonderful example of how
the 'paddock to plate' philosophy can be applied
to value add to a farming enterprise by thinking a
little outside the square and trying something
new.

2016 National Landcare Conference &
Awards- Registrations open
Themed ‘Collaborative Communities --- Landcare in
Action’, the 2016 National Landcare Conference
and Awards is your opportunity to contribute to,
engage with, and learn from your community and
peers.
Held over three exciting days, the 2016 National
Landcare Conference and Awards will deliver an
engaging programme, as well as offer you the
opportunity to attend a variety of informative and
educational field trips within close proximity to
Melbourne’s CBD.

Read the full feature article at:
http://www.weeklytimesnow.com.au/agribusiness
/farm-magazine/the-cain-family-is-making-abreak-from-tradition-taking-their-best-oatsdirectly-to-consumers/newsstory/3485b6e2badea8e8fba6520488f86d44

Fly over the Campaspe
The Australian UAV Newsletter featured the
Caring for the Campaspe project as their project
of the month.
The CftC project engaged Australian UAV to fly a
drone over a 25 km section of willow infested river
near Kyneton to capture an ariel view of the
vegetation corridor and benchmark the
infestation.
It is wonderful footage; you can view the video
series online at:
http://www.auav.com.au/campaspe_river_demo/

To recognise the hard work and innovation of the
Landcare community, the Landcare Awards gala
dinner provides the chance to let your hair down
and celebrate the achievements of peers with the
announcement of the National Landcare category
winners, the People’s Choice Award winner, and
the ultimate acknowledgement of the 2016 Bob
Hawke Landcare Award and $50,000 prize
winner.
Landcarers across the country who grow our food
and protect our environment are encouraged to
register for the 2016 National Landcare
Conference and Awards.
Keynote speeches will be delivered by Major
General the Honourable Michael Jeffery, AC, AO
(Mil), CVO, MC (Retd), as well as Don Bourke,
Presenter and Executive Producer of Australia’s
beloved Burke’s Backyard.
A range of registration options are available for
professional and community for either 1 or 2 days,
plus the gala dinner.
For all the pricing and details visit:
http://nationallandcareconference.org.au/delegat
e-information

Early Bird registration closes July 31.
To nominate for sponsorship through North
Central CMA, download an EOI form from the
Landcare tab of the CMA website and submit it to
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the Regional Landcare Coordinator, Tess Grieves
via email.
As in previous years, to receive a sponsorship,
applicants must be a member or volunteer of a
community natural resource management group
(e.g. Landcare, Friends of Groups, Conservation
Management Groups, etc.) within the North
Central CMA region.
Sponsorship will cover the conference registration
fees and a ticket to the National Landcare Awards
Gala Dinner. Please note that the sponsorship
doesn’t include accommodation or travel costs to
Melbourne to attend the conference. Furthermore,
sponsorship does not include field trip costs on
the 21 September 2016.

Sponsorship places are limited and EOI's
should be submitted by Wednesday July 20th
to allow for assessment and applicant
notification.

Sustainable Ag Snippet
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project have improved knowledge, skills and
confidence. Findings show that workshops are
the most effective format in improving the skills of
participants with 73% noting considerable
improvement. Of the 58% of participants in phase
one and 69% of participants in phase two said
they would definitely/were likely to change their
management practices.
One of the suggested improvements to the 2013
Future Farming Expo was not to hold too many
concurrent sessions as it was difficult to choose
between the important topics. This feedback was
taken on board in 2016, resulting in a series of
optional bus tours coupled with guest speakers
and a choice of two out of four concurrent
sessions.
Survey evaluation and ongoing data analysis
enables the RLF role to continually improve and
meet the needs of the target audience. After this
years’ Future Farming Expo, 60% of the
respondents said they were likely to change
management of something applicable. To
improve, more time could have been allotted to
workshops and more involvement from other
farmers. .

Hello!
The past month has been busy but very rewarding
across regional Landcare. A presentation at the
NRM Knowledge Conference titled, ‘Ongoing
evaluation proves invaluable for Regional
Landcare Facilitator project’ provided participants
with an insight into the importance of survey
evaluation to improve the understanding of event
participants, project outcomes and the planning of
future events.
Regionally, ongoing analysis is undertaken of
participant evaluation of events held by the RLF
role. This includes events such as workshops,
forums, short courses, field days and field trips on
a number of topics such as climate variability,
weed identification, native pasture and
regeneration. Analysis explores the degree of
change in awareness, knowledge and skills of
participants and suggested improvements.
Findings from 30 (25 in phase one and 5 in phase
two) events indicated that 90% of participants
who attended events delivered through the RLF

A self-reflection/regrouping session for past
participants of the ‘Inspiring Women in
Agriculture’ course was held on June 2, 2016. The
session enabled past participants to reconnect
and reflect on the course outcomes 18 months on.
We were fortunate to have guest speaker Val
Lang from the Australian Women in Agriculture
Board Director join us. Val is a real gem and with
her light humour, she provided an insight into the
Women in Agriculture framework, opportunities
for rural women to remain connected and ways to
deal with situations such as behavior changes etc.
When asked about the impact of attending the
Inspiring Women in Agriculture course, participant
responses were very positive and quite moving, ‘I
entered as a stranger and left as a friend’, ‘I now
have more of a life focus, not just a career focus’’,
‘provided impetus to start experimenting,
‘validated that I’m a farmer’, ‘taught me to make a
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plan and have a crack’, ‘I’m now in control’, ‘learnt
to develop a plan and implement’, ‘confirmed that
I fit in’, ‘when something needs to be said, say it’.
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of soil health and its capacity to be used across
regional soil health programs.

Guest Speaker: Val Lang, Australian Women in
Agriculture Board Director

Val Lang’s concluding statement ‘a ship is safe in
the harbor but what is it used for’ provided a
meaningful conclusion to the day. She also
touched on dealing with contentious issues,
dealing with difficult people and people who
worry about people and people who worry about
the task. Stories of change were also presented at
the event as was future promotion of the course
for 2016. Past participants welcome any
correspondence from other rural women who are
considering becoming participants of this years’
Inspiring Women in Agriculture’ course.
(Confirmed dates and more details on how to
express your interest will be provided in the next
edition of the North Central Chat).

Planning for the next few months of regional
Landcare facilitation are well underway. Upcoming
opportunities to flag include;
•

Farm Field Day - 19 August, Sutton Grange

•

Inspiring Women in Agriculture course for
Women in partnership with GOTAFE and
Inspiring Excellence - tentative dates for
the 2016 the course are 1st & 2nd
September, 15th September and 20th
October.

•

Reducing on-farm N20 emissions through
improved nitrogen use efficiency in grains
field day, 29 September, Kerang

Soil Health Guide
The completion of the north central Soil Health
Guide has created some positive energy and
conversation. An official launch of the guide will
be held at the Farm Field Day on Friday August 19
at Sutton Grange Community Hall and Sutton
Grange Organic Farm (see details in the events
section). A special thank you to all involved in its
development, in particular DEDJTR staff for their
support in reviewing the guide and providing
valuable input.
The guide aims to be a practical and easy to read
tool to understand soil types in north central
Victoria providing information to help identify
possible soil health issues using nine simple visual
tests conducted in the paddock. A series of ‘train
the trainer; opportunities over the next twelve
months will facilitate consistency in its delivery.
Facilitators, extension staff, industry and
interested individuals will be provided an
opportunity to learn about the tool and its easy,
user friendly ability to understand the key aspects

Mandy Coulson
Regional Landcare Facilitator
North Central Catchment Management Authority
Phone: 03 5440 1864
Email: mandy.coulson@nccma.vic.gov.au
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University of Melbourne: using
Waterwatch community collected data for
developing management plans.

Hello everyone,
In this edition of Waterwatch news, I will introduce
you to our new Waterwatch Volunteer, Lois
Blackhirst. We will hear from local Landcare
member, Jill Teschendorff who attended our
Annual Water Science Forum in June, and I will
showcase Waterwatch data from Birch’s Creek at
Smeaton.
Citizen Scientists are often thought of as
passionate people who live in our community and
are committed to collecting important data about
the environment. The data can be used in many
ways to inform a huge variety of monitoring
programs from a regional, national and
international scale.
On Saturday June 4, Tess and I joined forces to
host the 4th Annual Water Science Forum: A
focus on Citizen Science, the event was a huge
success and included guest speakers and the
launch of NatureBlitz app. Participants were
downloading the app at the event; everyone was
so excited to have access to a user-friendly app!
Jill Teschendorff talks more about the forum on
page 8

What’s happening in July?
1 July 2016 --- Web Portal Steering committee
meeting
29 July 2016 --- Waterwatch Victoria’s
Coordinators Meeting
I hope you enjoy the read,

Cass Davis
Regional Waterwatch Coordinator
North Central Catchment Management Authority
Phone: 03 5440 1863
Email: cass.davis@nccma.vic.gov.au

Anna Forsythe, is undertaking her Masters of
Environment at The University of Melbourne, Anna
also works there in population health. Anna has
requested data for Forest Creek at Castlemaine
and will be using the data for an assignment she is
completing in integrated river and catchment
management. ‘‘Each year students are taken on
field trips around Melbourne, the last few have
been to the Loddon/Campaspe area, and then we
develop catchment management plans for certain
sections’’ said Anna.
‘‘This year we are focusing on the urban stretch of
Forest Creek because of the urban waterway
renewal project that’s underway there’’. Anna
said. The data from Forest creek will help Anna in
her research and help to guide the development
of her management plan.

Meet our new Waterwatch Volunteer
Monitor: Lois Blackhirst
Monitoring site: NC_MUD001
Catchment: Chain of Ponds, Mudlark Track
Reach: NA
Waterway: Coliban River
Local Government Region: Hepburn Shire
Council
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Long-term resource condition:
1.

Improve the condition of Kangaroo Creek
and Coliban River from moderate to good,
based on the Index of Stream Condition
(ISC) by 2050.

2.

Work with Coliban Water to improve
water quality in the Upper Coliban
Catchment by 2021.

3.

The delivery of environmental flows is
maximized contributing to increased
hydrology and aquatic life ISC scores from
Coliban River Reaches 18 & 19 by 2021.

Lois joined the program two weeks ago to
monitor a chain of ponds located in the Wombat
State Forest. I was taken away at a magical place
as we stumbled through the forest, past the ferns,
amongst the mist, crawling over fallen timber,
past the fragile mosaics of moss covering the
bases of tree trunks and discovering the
wonderful display of fungi in all shapes and sizes
popping up at every damp nook.

will report on their depth, Electrical Conductivity,
pH, turbidity, temperature and reactive
phosphorus. Over time, we will be able to map
seasonal changes in the ponds and how the water
quality responds to high rainfall events and drying
out periods.
If you wish to follow Lois’ journey, you can view
her reports by going to:
http://www.vic.waterwatch.org.au/monitoringand-data/1065/ and searching by site name or site
code.

NatureBlitz:
Ready to Download

We have launched a new citizen science app that
puts everything you wanted to know about local
waterbirds, fish, frogs and mammals in the palm of
your hand. The NatureBlitz app, is available for
both Apple and Android devices, allows the
community to record sightings and produce
localised reports.
We wanted to create more than a digital field
guide. Nature Blitz allows the community to
identify waterbirds, fish, frogs or mammals, take a
photo, mark the sighting on a map and even
record the calls. It is free to download and very
easy to use. The app is also an educational tool.
The app provides localised reports using the data
collected if community groups or schools request
it, users can also view reports by localising the
data on your mobile device. NatureBlitz allows
users to connect with the amazing native wildlife
just around the corner.
The data collected will also help inform future
management decisions and is available to the
public at any time.

Finding out through citizen science
Jill Teschendorff, Glenlyon Landcare Group

Now back to Lois’ chain of ponds, we eventually
found the chain of five ponds, tucked away, deep
in the forest.
Lois will be keeping a close eye on the ponds, she
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Citizen science: This is a notion that may send
shivers down the backs of ‘died in the wool’
professional scientists. But as a productive
approach to research, it is proving to be most
effective in the field of environmental science.
Members of the public work in collaboration with
professional scientists to collect and analyse data
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and a key advantage of this method is the local
knowledge that the citizen scientists bring to the
project.
At the 4th Annual Water Science Forum, the
North Central CMA highlighted four key citizen
science projects and launched NatureBlitz, an app
that provides identification and recording facilities
in the field.
The four projects highlight the value of volunteers
working collaboratively with scientists to increase
our understanding of the natural world.
Around the shores of Australia, Estuary Watch is a
program that monitors the health of our estuaries.
Volunteers record water levels and temperature,
salinity and river flows, data that informs decision
making about estuary management. In central
Victoria, the Kara Kara CMN is collecting data on
woodland bird assemblages to identify ‘at risk’
species following the Millennium Drought. Birdlife
Australia, assisted by 38,076 Aussie Backyard
Birdcount citizen scientists, has taken on the
mammoth task of monitoring the type and
number of birds in our backyards- see
aussiebirdcount.org.au
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up to a hundred metres or more beneath the
present landscape. The basalts too form aquifers,
largely through the fractures that occur within the
rock. This groundwater is fresh and many of the
potato growers harvest it for irrigation.
Groundwater from the fractured basalt also
contributes to stream flow in the creek and,
accordingly, we are to be careful not to pump too
much for fear of altering surface water flows in
the creek.
We are currently attempting to gain a much
better understanding of these stream-aquifer
interactions and the influence groundwater
harvesting has on them.
Ron Cosgrave, a Waterwatch volunteer from
Smeaton, has been monitoring the surface water
quality of Birch’s Creek just north of his property
since 2007. In January 2008, Ron reported that
‘The creek is currently not flowing, all shallow

pools are empty, luckily I test from a deep pool
and there is still water in it as well as a few
platypus, another pool which is shaded still holds
water and has a number of small fish like galaxias’.

And finally, the plight of the Bush Stone Curlew in
central Victoria is being addressed. The ‘Save the
Bush Stone Curlews Project’ is an on-ground
strategy to conserve and improve habitat for this
threatened species.
Several possible citizen science projects for
Glenlyon spring to mind; monitoring the number
and health of koalas and platypus, for example,
and recording the regeneration of indigenous
species following the eradication of weeds.
Anyone for some citizen science?

Birch’s Creek: Home to the platypus
Story by Cass Davis and Phil Dyson
The Birch’s Creek catchment is an interesting
area. The landscape is basaltic and the creek
winds its way through numerous extinct
volcanoes comprising many scoria cones. It is
incised into a basalt plain established through the
numerous outpouring of lava that has occurred
over the past 2.5 million years.
The basalt in-fills ancient valleys and the rivers
that existed before the eruptions and the ensuing
lava flows.
The gravels of these old river systems form
groundwater aquifers and they lie buried below

In September 2009, Ron reported that his had
more water than it has had in over 5 years. 12
months later, in November 2010, Ron reported
having measured 130 mm of rain in the catchment.
In January 2011, Ron said ‘‘I measured 220 mm of
rain, but higher in Birch's Creek catchment at
Mollonghip and Dean, they exceeded 250 mm.
Hence again, we saw the creek in flood to equal
the September 4 flood. Not as much debris this
time but more erosion. Potato farmers in the
upper areas on the choice red soils report loss' of
an average 10% for the last three lots of heavy rain
events - that's where the red discolorations come
from’’.
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The time series plot below indicates some
interesting seasonal patterns; in 2010, there is a
significant drop in the salinity of the creek. The
interaction between stream-flow and groundwater
may be reflected in the salinity and pH of the
water quality monitoring.

The trip dates are July 5-7, 2016. Places are
limited to the first 20 registrations.

The small spikes in electrical conductivity are
often matched by a higher pH. This could be
reflective of groundwater inflow and higher
alkalinity of groundwater contained within the
near surface weathered rock immediately below
the stream.

Serrated Tussock brochure

It is worth noting that the system, while there are
spikes in EC and pH, the system is in considerably
pristine condition.
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To register you interest in attending or for more
information contact; Tiffany Bennett, PIRSA 8762
9100 or tiffany.bennett@sa.gov.au

The Victorian Serrated Tussock Working Party
(VSTWP) are pleased to announce that the
VSTWP's renowned Serrated Tussock
Identification brochure is now available in a
selection of languages other than English.
The brochures can be downloaded from the
VSTWP's website and the VSTWP are considering
doing a small print run.
Contact Ivan Carter on info@serratedtussock.com
for printed copies or download it from
http://www.serratedtussock.com/serratedtussock-translations

Dairy assistance available
Many dairy farmers across the state are facing
very tough times. There are a number of
government assistance programs that may be of
assistance to farmers, farming families and
industry staff. Programs of assistance include:

Courses & Resources…
Primary Industries and Regions SA
(PIRSA) is looking to sponsor a small
group of young people involved in
the cropping industry to travel to
western Victoria and attend the
Birchip Cropping Group Future Farmers Expo.
PIRSA wants to assist young people involved with
the cropping industry with decision-making
practices and strategies they are considering or
employing to cope with the dry seasonal
conditions and to stimulate recovery of farm
businesses.
For 18-35 year olds involved in the cropping
industry, PIRSA is seeking expressions of interest
from young people involved with cropping
enterprises in the Southern Mallee and Upper
South East districts to participate in this activity.

•
•
•
•
•

Farm Household Allowance
Rural Financial Counselling Services
Newstart
Drought Concessional Loans Scheme
Look Over the Farm Gate

For more Information visit:
http://www.murraydairy.com.au/governmentassistance-for-farmers-may-2016

Do farm trials create smarter farming and
better research?
Farm trials have been a part of Australian farming
for many years. Often run by local grower groups
on behalf of agricultural communities, testing is
also done around the country by government,
research organisations and private industry
This short documentary film explores the impact
of the Online Farm Trials project from the
perspectives of key users and researchers
http://windsky.com.au/online-farm-trials/
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Events…
Coliban Connections Field Day
Three Landcare Groups that form part of the
Upper Campaspe Landcare Network have joined
forces to help protect important waterways. The
project, called Coliban Connections, is about
working together in a strategic way to restore the
landscape.
A free field day including lunch, will be held on the
July 24 with expert grassland and wetland
ecologists, Damien Cook and Paul Foreman, to
visit the Coliban River, Kangaroo Creek and the
Little Coliban River
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For details on how to win a makeover for your
school through this social media challenge, visit:
http://treeday.planetark.org/competitions/

Sutton Grange Farm Field Day
The North Central CMA in partnership with
Connecting Country is hosting a Farm Field Day in
Sutton Grange.
The day will explore and showcase the
possibilities for viable, sustainable and biodiverse
farms. The day will also include an official launch
of the north central Victoria Soil Health Guide.
Guest speakers to include;
•

Katie Finlay --- Orchardist, Mt Alexander
Fruit Gardens

Where: Tylden Community Hall

•

Mandy Jean --- Owner, Guildford Vineyard

RSVP: Further details and bookings can be made
via https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/colibanconnections-field-day-tickets26043991279?aff=es2

•

John Cable --- Bee Keeper, JCBee Honey

•

Ben Boxshall --- Farm Forester, Farm Forest
Growers of Victoria

•

Sam White - Carbon Farmer, Sidonia Road
Organics

•

Claire de Kok --- Pig Farmer, Pig In A Box

•

Carla Mears and Anne-Marie Monda --- Goat
Dairy and Cheesemakers, Holy Goat
Cheese

When: Sunday July 24, 9.15 am

Planet Ark is encouraging Australians to join
the country’s biggest nature care initiative and
tree planting event by volunteering to be site
coordinators for two events
National Tree Day on Sunday, July 31st 2016
Schools Tree Day on Friday 29th July, 2016
Plenty of groups are hosting events in the north
central region. To find your closest event and DIG
IN, visit http://treeday.planetark.org/find-a-site/

Schools can also enter Planet Ark & Toyota's
School Garden Transformation Competition
Planet Ark and Toyota are giving you the chance
to WIN a $7,500 garden makeover for your
school. Add nature to your school; plant native
trees, add a splash of colour with a new
flowerbed, help the environment with a compost
station or simply upgrade those spots where it’s
needed most --- it’s all up to you!

When: Friday August 19. 9.30 am -4.00 pm
Where: Sutton Grange Community Hall and
Sutton Grange Organic Farm
Cost: Free!
RSVP: is essential by August 8.
Contact the North Central CMA on:
E: info@nccma.vic.gov.au
P: 03 5448 7124

Funding for this event is provided by the
Australian Government’s National Landcare
Programme and Connecting Country.

NAIDOC week celebrations
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NAIDOC week is just around the corner, 3-10 July,
and this year the North Central CMA is supporting
regional DELWP who is hosting a number of free
events at their Epsom office.
To find out more, including how to RSVP, visit our
website and download the program:
http://www.nccma.vic.gov.au/Media_and_Events/
Events/index.aspx?itemDetails=9372&objectType
=kms
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Guidelines and Grants Forms can be completed
and submitted to Executive Officer, Julie
Graham: julie.graham@ecodev.vic.gov.au
Visit: http://www.serratedtussock.com/landcaregrants-available-field-days

Small Grants Program

Project Platypus, the Landcare network for the
Upper Wimmera, wants to extend an invite to
their neighboring Landcare groups to come along
to a Plantout this winter.
For all the details and to register visit
www.platypus.org.au or call Project Platypus on
5358 4410.

Funding…
City of Greater Bendigo Environmental
Sustainability Community Grants Round 1

The Victorian Gorse Taskforce (VGT) with the
support of the Department of Economic
Development, Jobs, Transport and Resources is
seeking project proposals from community-based
organisations.
In 2016/2017 the VGT will consider projects under
a Small Grants Program, up to $5,000 (GST
exclusive). The VGT will consider funding projects
that can demonstrate delivery of the goals of the
Victorian Gorse Control Strategy 2014-2019 and a
community-led commitment to long term gorse
control.

Applications open Monday 20 June 2016
Applications close Friday 12 August 2016

CoGB's Grants Round 1 2016 will open on July 4
and close on August 1.

Download application forms from
http://www.vicgorsetaskforce.com.au/news/com
munity_small_grant

A group may submit multiple applications,
however the total amount of funding sought
across all categories may not exceed $5,000.

Norman Wettenhall Foundation Small
Environmental Grant Scheme

All community grant applications are submitted
online. If you require assistance please email
grants@bendigo.vic.gov.au or contact the
Community Grants Officer on 5434 6000.

The NWF has four grant rounds a year for their
Environmental Grants Scheme. The August round
is currently open.

The link to the Grants page on the City’s website:
https://www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/Services/Commu
nity/Grants#.V0zcubdf270

Serrated Tussock Field Day Grants
The VSTWP have developed a Landcare Field Day
Assistance Grants program that aims to help
groups host a serrated tussock related field day.
This program offers Landcare groups/networks
the opportunity to receive a one off grant of up to
$500 to sponsor the convening of serrated
tussock focused field days.

The Small Environmental Grant Scheme will
provide support for groups or individuals
undertaking projects that will make a positive
difference to the natural living environment, in
land, sea or air, rural or urban.
It is vital groups determine if they are eligible
before applying, so pop on over to the website for
all the details: http://nwf.org.au/grants/smallenvironmental-grants/

