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A message from the Regional 
Landcare Coordinator 

Hi everyone, 

We're at the halfway point in the calendar year 
and I am so looking forward to what the coming 
six months of activity will bring if it's anything like 
the past six months. 

As the weather cools and the soils dampen up 
with some autumn rain, field days and planting 
events are taking off. The Trees for Mum planting 
event featured in last month's Chat was a great 
success, read more about it in the News section. 

I recently attended a Sandalwood & Quandong 
field day in Echuca. The event showcased the 
medicinal and cultural values of the native peach 
and the value of sandalwood oils in the cosmetic 
industry. It was fascinating to visit the trial 
Sandalwood plantation on Tim Barden’s Ko-Warra 
Native Grasses property. Lunch was themed for 
the day, with guests enjoying a dessert of 
quandong custard tart, served up by NAIDOC 
Apprentice of the Year for 2015, Ashley Farrell. 
Ashley's story is fantastic, have a look on the NITV 
website at: 
http://www.sbs.com.au/nitv/article/2015/07/08/n
aidoc-apprentice-year-story-ashley-farrall   

There has been lots of fishy business of late! That 
is, lots of wonderful news of native fish being 
monitored and recorded doing amazing things, so 
there’s a strong fish flavour in the news this 
month, which is always wonderful to read about.  

Looking ahead, June is keeping us busy with the 
2016 Annual Water Science Forum, focusing on 
Citizen Science. A save the date notice was in the 
May Chat and a follow up email went out from 
Cass, so please register early to ensure you don’t 
miss out!  

The annual Community Grants program (Landcare 
Grants) is likely to kick off in mid-July, pending  

The hemi-parasitic sandalwood is attached to a 
golden wattle root. This photo is showing the many 
haustoria (root attachments) of the sandalwood 
which supply it nutrients from the host tree. 

approvals, so it is once again time to begin 
thinking about your project ideas, obtaining land 
management approvals and/or planning a group 
meeting to discuss community engagement 
activities and training opportunities. 

Happy reading 

 Tess Grieves

Regional Landcare Coordinator 
North Central Catchment Management Authority 
Phone: 03 5448 7124 
Email: tess.grieves@nccma.vic.gov.au 
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www.nccma.vic.gov.au 
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News… 

 Feather Map Project 

The Feather Map of Australia project aims to 

collect waterbird feathers from wetlands around 

Australia. These feathers will be analysed using 

nuclear techniques, such as mass spectrometry 

and high resolution X-ray fluorescence, to 

identify stable isotopes and minerals that are 

incorporated into feathers through the ingestion 

of food. 

These analyses will identify the differences in 
feathers from diverse parts of Australia, creating a 
Feather Map. 

This is a joint project of the Australian Nuclear 
Science and Technology Organisation (ANSTO) 
and University of New South Wales (UNSW) and 
it's so easy to get involved. 

Visit the ANSTO website at: 
http://feathermap.ansto.gov.au/WhatIsIt/index.ht
m  or search for Feather Map on social media. 

Fish free to go with the flow 

With the help of funding from Department of 
Economic Development, Jobs, Transport and 
Resources, and Fisheries Victoria, North Central 
CMA recently removed a large pipe on the lower 
Loddon River, known as The Chute. The Chute has 
long been recognised as a significant barrier to 
fish movement.  

The fast flow through the long pipe and lack of 
natural light means many fish were unable to 
swim through it.  

The pipe has been used to regulate flow in this 
part of the lower Loddon, so it has been replaced 
with a fish ladder that allows the same flow rate as 
the pipe, but is much more fish friendly and will 
allow fish to migrate up the Loddon River.  

 

Out with the old and in with the new. Fish can now 
move freely up the Loddon River with the vertical slot 
fishway in place. 

 

Silver Perch are loving Lake Boga 

Fisheries Victoria  has some great news. A fish 
survey in Lake Boga conducted during April has 
recorded an unexpected number of silver perch 
averaging 39cm and 1.1kg each. 

 
This is great news for anglers and complements 
the State Government’s Target One Million plan, 
which aims to get more people fishing, more 
often. 
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The survey assessed the effectiveness of man-
made woody structures, funded by fishing licence 
fees, that were placed into the lake in 2014 to 
improve fish habitat. However the survey yielded 
a pleasant surprise capturing nearly 300 silver 
perch, the best of which weighed almost 2kg, 
which is uncommon in Victoria. 
 
Enhancing native fish habitat is a great way to 
improve fishing opportunities and the project is a 
collaboration between Goulburn Murray Water, 
the North Central CMA, local councils and 
Fisheries. 
Monitoring of the Lake Boga fishery, including its 
woody habitat structures which have also been 
installed at Kangaroo Lake, will continue through 
the collection of angler catch data. People keen to 
participate should contact 
Karl.Mathers@thewedgegroup.com.au  

Murray Marathon…but not as you know it 

The Murray River acts as a fish super highway, the 
rivers flow and temperature sends natural 
inidcators to native fish to migrate, spawn and 
provides pitstops for food and shelter thoughout 
their lifecycle. 

Two fish in the Mallee CMA region have made 
news recently with a marathon migation effort, 
surveyed as part of the Arthur Rylah Institute 
annual surveys of the Lindsay River region. 

A Golden Perch, around 40cm swam over 180km 
to Mildura upstream from Mullaroo. While this is 
very impressive, the Murray Cod is not to be 
outdone by s smaller fish, the record going to a 
large Murray Cod, around 1m which was clocked 
travelling over 250km within the Murray River 
system, both fish were tracked through acoustic 
monitoring tags. 

These fish are just a few examples of why it's so 
important to remove barriers to fish passage and 
allow for migration and movement within our river 
systems to ensure the future of native fish 
populations across the state. To learn more about 
what the North Central CMA is doing, have a look 
at our Native Fish Recovery Plan : 
http://www.nccma.vic.gov.au/Biodiversity/Conser
vation_and_Habitat/Native_Fish_Recovery_Plan/i
ndex.aspx  

 

The Murray darling returns 

Barapa Barapa man Dixie Patten with a one of the 
Murray Cod that were netted during fish surveys in 
the Gunbower Creek, as part of a North Central CMA 
Traditional Owner cultural values monitoring 
program. 

A century of regulation of the Gunbower Creek 
has fractured the Murray cod population, leading 
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to a dearth of young fish. 

The creek is beside the internationally significant 
Gunbower Forest, and weirs at both ends means 
fish access to and from the Murray River is almost 
impossible. 

Cooperation between the North Central 
Catchment CMA and Commonwealth and 
Victorian environmental water holders is turning 
the fish numbers around, providing a boon for the 
population, and for local anglers. 

North Central CMA Project Manager Anna Parker 
discusses the exciting progress being made 
toward restoring native fish populations.  

‘‘We are three years into a long-term plan of using 
environmental water to stabilise creek levels and 
provide better breeding conditions for Murray 
cod. Regulation and modernisation of the creek 
means water levels rise and fall dramatically, and 
the male Murray cod whose job it is to protect the 
nest of eggs don’t like that. They feel under threat 
and abandon their eggs, leaving the eggs exposed 
to predators. 

The end result is there aren’t enough juvenile cod 
in the system, which is dangerous to the species’ 
long-term survival in the creek. 

The watering also delivers low flows during winter, 
which is outside irrigation season.  Historically, 
when the irrigation season closed, the creek levels 
dropped significantly leaving only residual pools in 
some places.  The fish struggled to survive in 
these pools. Now, we can deliver flow to connect 
the  pools, providing fish with greater habitat for 
shelter and areas to feed. 

The results are speaking for themselves. Local 
anglers are telling us there are more Murray cod 
being caught in the creek than they can 
remember. 

Our own monitoring has also revealed greater 
numbers, as well as a more diverse range of ages, 
which points to fish surviving longer and 
benefitting from consecutive and constant 
environmental flows. 

Murray cod now have water security all-year 
round for the entire 54 kilometres of the creek. 
Regulation has meant Mother Nature cannot look 
after herself, and needs a little helping hand from 
time to time. 

Fisheries Victoria has been stocking the creek for 
a number of years, but the survival rates have 
significantly increased with the year-round flows. 

Cleaning up Australia’s Waterways 

On May 1, The Australian Government announced 
a $15 million National Carp Control Plan to 
eradicate Australia’s worst freshwater aquatic 
pest, the common carp. The plan includes the 
staged release of the carp control virus and other 
complementary measures to create a long term 
solution to carp management. 

The latest edition of the Invasive Animals CRC 
Feral Flyer (issue 295) details the virus and the 
plan for release, visit: 
http://www.pestsmart.org.au/pest-animal-
species/european-carp/clearer-waters/ 

Current Green Army Team Working 
Hard 

Mount Alexander region 
Landcare Facilitator, 
Asha Bannon, has been 
singing the praises of 
the current Green Army 
team that has been 
working across the Mt 
Alexander Shire since 
February.  

"They’ve done some 
fabulous work so far, 
including controlling 
weeds, removing rubbish and installing posts and 
tables. It’s been wonderful to hear the positive 
feedback from both Landcare/Friends groups and 
the Green Army team.                             

"A couple of weeks ago I went out to have 
morning tea with the team and see how they’ve 
been going. Peter (team supervisor), Liam, Mitch, 
Paige, Kirra, James, Rachel, and Melissa were 
working at Specimen Gully in Barkers Creek at the 
time, tackling the infestation of gorse and other 
weeds there. There’s been a lot of weed control 
for the team to do this year, so by now they’re a 
well-oiled machine when it comes to cutting and 
painting. There are plenty of interesting things 
that turn up along the way as well, like mystery 
plant species or birds, or even a shy echidna. The 
team has also enjoyed learning about the stories 
of the Landcare/Friends groups they’re working 
with." 

Over the next few months, the Green Army will 
continue to work in the region in heritage areas. 
Soon it will be time to change things up a bit with 
some planting, pine control and track 
maintenance. Tune into the Connecting Country 
blog for more photos soon!  
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Taking positive #Action4theLand is 
simple and easy 

For World Environment Day on June 5, Landcare 
Australia is asking... What positive 
#Action4theLand will you take? 

Landcare Australia is calling all businesses, 
schools, community groups and individuals across 
Australia to take positive #Action4theLand to 
support this important occasion & make Australia 
a better place. 

Step 1 --- Go Green for a day! Have everyone in 
your workplace wear something green or dress 
head to toe in green for the day. Be as creatively 
green as you feel you can! 

Step 2 --- Fundraise. Host a morning or afternoon 
tea with some home baked treats, and ask 
everyone for a $5 contribution to support 
Landcare Australia’s #Action4theLand World 
Environment Day campaign. 

Step 3 --- Complete a 60-minute challenge. Gather 
your colleagues and step out in the world to plant 
some native trees or remove weeds, run a 
recycling drive, clean a local park, or undertake a 
day of Corporate Environmental Volunteering 
organised with Landcare Australia.  

Step 4 --- Take and share some pictures of your 
achievements after the challenge by using the 
Landcare hands and post it on social media with 
#Challenge4theLand.  

Your photos will then be automatically captured 
and featured on our #Action4theLand Wall - 
where you can check out all the activities being 
done by companies, individuals and schools right 
around the nation. 

Step 5 - Don’t stop there! There are hundreds of 
things you can do every day of the year to protect 
the crucial land and water that sustains us. Make 
#Action4theLand a year-round office 
commitment. You can find out more at 
www.action4theland.org.au  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Landcare Australia is searching for adventurers 
keen to join in the 2017 trek for Aussie Farmers on 
the east coast of Tasmania, February 25 to March 
3. 

For many Aussie farmers, life is tough. Extreme 
weather conditions and ever-increasing natural 
disasters lead to crop failures and loss of livestock. 
This impacts every Australian. It’s time to do more 
than just cross our fingers. 

Join Charlie Arnott on the Trek for Aussie Farmers 
to empower our farmers; to build on-farm 
resilience against natural disasters and work 
together to ensure their land remains sustainable, 
healthy and prepared. 

By supporting our From Farm to Fork initiative, 
every dollar you raise-----every step you take-----will 
make a difference. 

Highlights  

• Discover Tasmania’s exceptional east 
coast with Charlie Arnott 

• Explore Australia’s convict history at 
Port Arthur 

• Visit some of Australia’s founding 
farms and learn about sustainable 
farming practices 

• Raise valuable funds to help Landcare 
Australia support Aussie farmers 

All the details are on the Landcare Australia 
website: 
https://inspiredadventures.com.au/events/landcar
e-trek-4-aussie-farmers-2017/   

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

North Central chat | JUNE 2016 6 

Building Women's Resilience in 
Agriculture 
 

Mandy Coulson, Regional Landcare 
Facilitator 

 
Two weeks ago I attended the 2016 National RLF 
Forum in Canberra- Future -Networking and 
Extension and presented on ‘Building Women’s 
Resilience in Agriculture.’  

With an underlying passion for this topic, the 
presentation focused on ‘Inspiring Women in 
Agriculture’ and ‘Resilience’. Reference was made 
to the accredited short succession and business 
management course in 2014/15 funded through 
the Australian Government’s Regional Landcare 
Facilitator project in partnership with GOTAFE. 

With a genuine interest from the audience, the 
presentation sparked much conversation.  

Business building skills such as strategic planning, 
goal setting and risk management, networking 
skills and marketing, human resource structures 
and relationships, on farm finance management 
and confidence building were topics of discussion.  

Building resilience by looking after yourself, 
including positive self-talk such as ‘I can do this’ 
not ‘no I can’t’, focusing on the things you can 
control, connecting with community and the 
importance of communication were key messages 
presented.  Such messages link strongly to my 
role as a RLF and beyond! 

 

According to the Australia’s Farming Future Final 
Market Research Report, 2009, 79 percent of 
secondary decision makers and 22 percent of 
primary decision makers are female. These 
percentages indicate there is a clear need to 
ensure effective targeting of women and women’s 
organizations in primary industry.  With these 
statistics in view, women have more influence in 
NRM and decision making than the social fabric. 

Aiming for a Gorse-free landscape in 
the Bald Hills - Creswick area 
 

Jennifer Johnson, Gorse Project Officer 
 

Gorse is known as the prickly horrible introduced 
plant that quickly invades paddocks reducing their 
usability; harbours pest animals particularly 
rabbits; is highly flammable if affected by 
bushfires and has seed that can be viable for a 
very long period of time once dropped into the 
soil. It costs a lot to get rid of and there are many 
landholders that have been struggling to get rid of 
it for several years.  

Jennifer Johnson is the Gorse Project Officer 
employed by the Victorian Gorse Taskforce is 
currently available to assist landholders within the 
Creswick area. A similar program is also running in 
the Blampied --- Kooroocheang area with Simon 
Kirby. 

The Victorian Gorse Taskforce has provided 
funding to assist in the removal of this weed. The 
program provides landholders with advice on best 
control options for their property and access up 
to a 50% rebate towards the cost to control gorse.  

The rebate is offered for the hire of a contractor 
(spray or mulch), fuel costs to remove the gorse, 
hire of a Landcare spray unit and for chemicals* 
(*Some chemicals may require an Australian 
Chemical Users Permit). The landholder must 
enter into a three-year agreement to access the 
rebate and agree to undertake necessary follow-
up works at their own cost. 

To date there are 47 landholders in the program in 
Creswick of which 64% have completed their 
rebate work. Some properties have been 
completely transformed from high gorse to a 
usable property again. I now aim to try and pick 
up new properties for sale with large amounts of 
gorse to get the new landholders also into the 
program.  

The program is a very straightforward and a 
simple process, support and advice is provided 
from the beginning to the end. It is possible to 
have a gorse free property and several properties 
have been transformed from a heavy infestation 
to a property that is completely gorse free. 
Successful long-term control requires an effective 
plan and an ongoing commitment to treat any 
regrowth. Staying vigilant is the key to success. 

In addition to private landholders, we are also 
working with VLine, VicTrack, VicRoads, ParksVic, 
DELWP and local council to also target crown 
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land within the target area.  ‘‘Gorse doesn’t stop at 
the fences, so neither will I!’’ Where possible, I will 
also attempt to resolve and help facilitate issues 
associated with gorse growing on crown land 
adjacent to landholders involved in the program. 
There are several options that can be investigated. 

For more information about the VGT Target area 
in Creswick contact Jennifer Johnson on: 0417 
594 225 or via email: culingaia@bigpond.com. For 
those who want to follow the program on 
Facebook, look for Gorse Project Officer --- Ballarat 
region. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jennifer 
Johnson, 
Gorse Project 
Officer 
 

 

 

'Trees for Mum' as popular as ever 

Upper Campaspe Landcare Network facilitator 
Sandy Scheltema was thrilled to report on the 
successful planting days of two groups within the 
network, Woodend Landcare and the Campaspe 
River and Land Management Group, held on 
Mother’s Day as part of the Trees for Mum project. 
The President of Woodend Landcare Krista 
Patterson-Majoor said ‘‘Trees For Mum is a great 
opportunity to celebrate and contribute to the 
important parts of life -family, community and the 
planet.’’ 

The Campaspe River and Land Management 
group planted out the rare and endangered Hairy 
Anchor plant. President Peter Harding said ‘‘We 
propagate this special rare plant in our nursery 
near the river. We see this as a vital part of our 
overall program to help restore the river environs 
to as close to pre-settlement as possible.’’ 

Congratulations to everyone involved in 
organising and participating in this annual event. 
The groups also received wonderful media 
coverage in the Midland Express: 
http://www.elliottmidnews.com.au/story/388570
4/plant-a-tree-for-mum/ 

 

 

Landcare group Presidents Krista Patterson-Majoor 
and Peter Harding, as well as Banjo and Daisy Ford 
discuss the Trees for Mum Planting days at the 
Kyneton River Walk. ©Scheltema 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

North Central chat | JUNE 2016 8 

 

Hello everyone, 

In this edition of Waterwatch news, I will introduce 
you to our new Waterwatch Volunteer, Melanie 
McCarthy. We will hear from local Waterwatch 
member and sustainability teacher Felicity 
Nicholls as she goes bugging around in the 
Bendigo Creek. I will also highlight my work with 
Phil Dyson regarding salinity in the lower Avoca 
River.   

I’m also excited to tell you, our 4th Annual Water 
Science Forum is coming to town…. 

 

You will have the opportunity to hear from a 
range of speakers including EsturayWatch 
Coordinator, Rose Herbern (Corangamite 
CMA),Diana Gibson (Birdlife Australia) and local 
research student Debra Saxon- Campbell (Kara 
Kara CMN). The presentation sessions will be 
followed by a bus tour to a local Bushstone 
Curlew project site and I will be launching our 
very own NatureBlitz App. 

 

What’s happening in June? 

4 June 2016 – 4th Annual Water Science Forum, 
A focus on citizen science 

5 June 2016 --- World Environment Day  

I hope you enjoy the read,  

Cass Davis 

Regional Waterwatch Coordinator 
North Central Catchment Management Authority 
Phone: 03 5440 1863 
Email: cass.davis@nccma.vic.gov.au 
 

 

Meet our new Waterwatch Volunteer 
Monitor: Melanie McCarthy 

Monitoring site: NC_CAM585  
Catchment: Campaspe  
Reach: 3 
Waterway: Campaspe River   
Long-term resource condition:  

1. Improve the condition of the lower 
Campaspe from moderate to good, based 
on the Index of Stream Condition (ISC) by 
2050. 

2. The delivery of environmental flows is 
maximized contributing to increased 
hydrology and aquatic ISC scores by 2021. 

Local Government Region: City of Greater 
Bendigo  

 

Melanie joined the program in mid-May, armed 
with a Waterwatch sampling pole and a light 
sprinkle of rain, Melanie headed down to the 
Campaspe River, not 500 meters from her home.   

Together we took a sample of water and I 
introduced Melanie to the art of water quality 
testing. Melanie has joined the program because 
she is keen to understand the water quality of 
Campaspe River and wants to share her passion 
for the environment with her two young 
daughters.  

The data Melanie and her daughters collects, can 
be viewed on the Waterwatch Victoria website, by 
following this link; 
http://www.vic.waterwatch.org.au/ 

Bugging around with felicity Johnson 

Story by Felicity Johnson  

I vividly remember my days at University when I 
did my degree in zoology, struggling with 
complex taxonomic keys.  Setting up monocular 
microscopes, every minute referring to a glossary 
of difficult words and ending up with a totally 
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obscure answer that you knew was wrong!   

The recent training day identifying waterbugs 
using the Agreed Level Taxonomy (ALT) key 
totally wiped that fear away.   

John Gooderham, the Waterbug Company, 
explained the methodology where aquatic 
invertebrates can be identified using magnifying 
glasses and used terms that we could all 
understand. A group of five participants gathered 
at the Bendigo Creek at the Millwood Road site on 
Wednesday 4 May 2016.  

Initially we did a simple habitat assessment, 
looking at proportions of substrate, aquatic 
vegetation and water flow.  Armed with nets and 
wearing waders we jumped into the water using 
various methods to catch waterbug samples.   

 

Using the ALT key, we identified waterbugs to 
Family level and some even to Genus level.  Terms 
such as bum jets, breathing tubes and hairy legs 
are used in the key and photos assist in the I.D.   

Abundance was also recorded for each of the 
different critters.  After a lovely lunch supplied by 
Cass, we entered our data into a database taking 
special note of the tolerance and sensitivity of the 
different critters.   

 

Macroinvertebrate monitoring can provide useful 

information about how healthy a waterway is and 
can assist decision making for agencies and 
community groups.   

Happy Saltwatch week! North Central 
CMA leads the way 

Story by Cass Davis and Phil Dyson  

Congratulations John and Jan Dods, you guys 
were the first volunteers across the state to 
upload your Saltwatch data to the Saltwatch 
Website! The Electrical Conductivity results in the 
time series plot below are taken from the Avoca 
River at Low Water Bridge, Coonooer. John and 
Jan have been monitoring this site for five years 
now and their data has shown some interesting 
trends. 

 

The Avoca River falls within the Murray and 
Western Plains segments of the State 
Environment Protection Policy Waters of Victoria 
(2003)  (SEPPWoV). This segment consists of 
lowland river and streams that are characterised 
by entirely cleared, grazing, cropping or 
horticulture pressures and are generally below 
200 metres in altitude (SEPPWoV 2003). 

This is a very challenging in terms of water quality 
in the river.  In this foothills country, it traverses 
ancient deeply weathered (decayed) granites and 
meta-sedimentary rocks (sandstones and shales) 
that contain very large stores of salt.  The salt has 
built up in these old lands over hundreds of 
thousands of years as native vegetation transpired 
fresh rain water excluding the tiny amounts of salt 
that were introduced in the rainfall. Over very long 
periods of time salt accumulated within or 
immediately below the root zone of native trees.  
The trees used almost all of the rainfall, so there 
was little or no opportunity for the salts to be 
leached out of the land. The trees also kept the 
watertable very low.   

When the land was cleared and developed for 
agriculture the water balance of the landscape 
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changed. The watertable rose until it was either at 
the surface or very close to it. The rising 
groundwater brought with it some of the salt 
stored within the land, discharging salt onto the 
land and waterways, resulting in dryland salinity.   

The time series plot below indicates some 
interesting seasonal patterns; in 2013, you can see 
a significant drop in the salinity of the river, 
moderate flows following rainfall events 
considerably freshen the stream, but generally 
speaking only for short periods of time. In 2014, 
salts in the system begin to rise again. The salinity 
of the river can reach as low as 2,000 µS/cm, 
however values of 5-10,000 µS/cm are more 
common. Even at 5,000 µS/cm, the river water is 
almost double the limit for irrigation water, is well 
above the trigger value, 2,200 µS/cm, for 
freshwater ecosystems and has never reached 
salinity levels consistent with human consumption. 

 

The elevated salinity in the river is very tough on 
aquatic life. Only the most salt tolerant bugs and 
plants survive these conditions.  This is a very 
difficult problem to combat as the prevailing dry 
conditions of the last few years have meant there 
is less river water to dilute the saline groundwater 
inflows, and very long periods without rainfall has 
seen greater evaporation and concentration of 
salt in the residual pools.               

 

Too cold to test? Why not snuggle in 
and watch some cool environmental 
films? 

As the chilly winter months set in, it can be hard 
to encourage students to get out and touch 

nature! Why not try a diffferent tactic? Did you 
know, that you can view a whole bunch of 
awesome, video clips just by visiting the Resource 
River Bank on the River Detectives website? 

The Resource River Bank has some great clips 
including the amazing story of How Wolves 
change Rivers, the Birds in Backyards program, 
Flooding the Gunbower Forest and a video that 
talks all about the importance of Environmental 
water! 

If it’s too cold to go outside this month, 
why not try a video! 
 
Below is a graph of the Electrical Conductivity 
from English’s Bridge, each month, the students 
head down to the Campaspe River and test the 
dissovled salts in the water, it looks pretty good to 
me! 

 

 

Did you know?  a good range for freshwater 
ecosystems in the lower Campaspe River region 
is 500 – 1,500 µS/cm.  It looks like the local river 
detectives here are doing a GOOD job!!   
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Events… 

4th Annual Water Science Forum 

When: Saturday 4 June, 9.30 am-3.00 pm 

Where: La Trobe University Bendigo. Edwards 
Road. HHS2 (LRHS) on the second level, room 
2.51. Map reference E9. The best parking is in 
carpark P4.   

RSVP essential: Contact North Central CMA on 
(03) 5448 7124 

For a copy of the invitation visit: 
http://www.nccma.vic.gov.au/Media_and_Events/
Events/index.aspx?itemDetails=9340&objectType
=kms 

SAVE THE DATE: Wednesday June 15 

2016 North Central Climate Change Adaptation 
and Mitigation Stakeholder Forum 

More details will be on the North Central CMA 
website soon! 
 

Future Directions Conference Series: 
Food & Fibre Production and Environment 

Bendigo TAFE invites you to attend an upcoming 
conference covering the topic of Sustainable 
Food Production. 

Hear from leading industry speakers, covering: 

• The importance of biosecurity for food 
security - Rosa Crnov, Manager, Plants, 
Pests and Disease Agriculture Victoria 

• Export potential of ‘clean and green’ food 
- Bryan Balmer, Market Manager 
Agriculture Victoria 

• Sustainable land use --- growers 
experiences - Grant Sims, producer Pine 
Grove, Weekly Times Farmer of the Year 
2016 

• Adapting farm practices in a changing 
climate - Dr Richard Eckard, Professor and 
Director of the Primary Industries Climate 
Challenges Centre 

When: June 24, 10.00 am-4.00 pm 

Where: Bendigo TAFE, City Campus, Bendigo.  

To express your interest please email 
epi@bendigotafe.edu.au  

 

Victorian Aboriginal 
Corporation for Languages 

Are you looking for information on 
Aboriginal languages and history in  

        your area? 

The Victorian Victorian Aboriginal Corporation for 
Languages (VACL) has some wonderful resources 
all in one place! Visit the Victorian Collections 
online at: http://www.vaclang.org.au/  

Funding opportunities 

Horticulture Innovation Fund 

The Horticulture Innovation Fund (HIF) will 
support industry to partner with research 
organisations on projects that use new 
technologies and techniques for improving overall 
economic performance. Through the HIF, the 
Victorian Government seeks to support a 
horticulture sector that is innovative, collaborative 
and well informed. 

Grants of up to $50,000 (excluding GST) are 
available for applied research and development 
projects that contribute to a more productive and 
profitable horticulture sector. The program is 
open until 2018 and is administered by the 
Victorian Department of Economic Development, 
Jobs, Transport and Resources (DEDJTR). 

Visit Agriculture Victoria for all the details: 
http://agriculture.vic.gov.au/agriculture/horticultu
re/horticulture-innovation-fund  

Stronger Fishing Clubs 

The Victorian Government's Target One Million 
plan to get more Victorian's fishing more often 
includes a commitment to provide all eligible 
angling clubs with up to $2,000 to promote 
membership.  

The Stronger Fishing Clubs grants programs is 
open until 31 March 2017. All Victorian angling 
clubs in existence since 1 January 2015 are 
encouraged to apply. 

Application details are online through 
http://agriculture.vic.gov.au/fisheries/recreational

-fishing/target-one-million/stronger-fishing-clubs  
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