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A message from the Regional
Landcare Coordinator
Hi everyone,
Looking outside my window, it feels as though
autumn has finally arrived. The cool air and bursts
of rain are certainly refreshing given the past
month of record high temperatures across the
state.

This Month’s Contents:
News
Events
Course & Resources
Funding News
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I have been very fortunate to visit several
Landcare groups recently and was excited to
travel north and support a meeting with the
renewed Kerang Landcare Group. The group has
hit the ground running with their Bindi Blitz
project, targeting high profile weed infestations
within township areas in partnership with
Gannawarra Shire.
Mandy and I have been engaging regularly with
the regions Landcare networks. We recently
attended the Campaspe Shire Landcare Networks
meeting and discussed the development of a
biodiversity workshop series. We also recently
hosted an Aboriginal cultural heritage awareness
workshop with local Landcare network facilitators
on March 9.
This workshop provided both facilitators and the
CMA Landcare team with a wealth of new
knowledge, resources and contacts in relation to
understanding our roles and responsibilities to
minimise harm to, and protect, Aboriginal cultural
heritage when undertaking landscape restoration
activities.
A valuable resource for the Landcare community
to be aware of is the Aboriginal Landcare
Facilitator, Brendon Kennedy. You can find out
more about Brendon's statewide Landcare
support role in the latest edition of the Victorian
Landcare and Catchment Magazine- Issue 65.

www.nccma.vic.gov.au

Kerang Landcare groups outdoor meeting was a
novel and engaging evening for new members, held
along the Loddon River.

Looking ahead, Landcare network chairs meet on
March 23, the Future Farming Expo is only weeks
away and there are a sweep of community events
and resources to be developed in the coming
months. The CMA team are keen to get
community input into an upcoming calendar
publication as well as planning for the 2016 Water
Science Forum, so please read on and keep an eye
out for the opportunities that interest you and
your local Landcare community.
Happy reading,

Tess Grieves
Regional Landcare Coordinator
North Central Catchment Management Authority
Phone: 03 5448 7124
Email: tess.grieves@nccma.vic.gov.au

North Central chat | April 2016

News…
Green Army Round 5 - Information
Sessions to be held in April 2016
Applications for Round Five of the Green Army
Programme will be opening soon
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Clean Up Australia Day success
Longlea Landcare group, in partnership with
Goulburn Murray Water held their fourth Clean
Up Australia Day event along roadsides and
reserves at Lake Eppalock on Sunday March 6.

Round Five of the Green Army Programme seeks
to maximise positive environmental and heritage
impacts through the use of multiple Green Army
teams over a two to three year period.
Organisations will be invited to submit multiproject proposals showing how they could use
between three and fifteen Green Army teams over
a period of two to three years from 1 July 2016 to
improve their local environment. These projects
will need to be completed no later than 30 June
2019.
Organisations interested in submitting an
application for one or two projects will also be
able to apply under this Round for projects
commencing from 1 July 2017. These projects will
need to be completed no later than 30 June 2018.
Round Five Green Army Programme information
sessions will commence in April 2016 in all capital
cities. The Round Five Guidelines and Application
Form will be made available at this time.
For more information about Round Five of the
Programme, and to subscribe to the mailing list to
stay up-to-date with the latest news, information
and announcements, visit
www.australia.gov.au/greenarmy

EOI's wanted for Cairn Curran Land & On
Water Management Plan (L&OWMP)
Implementation Group
The Implementation group is seeking interest from
passionate people across the community,
business, tourism and recreational sectors with a
diversity of skills and experience, to play a vital
role in contributing to implementation of the Cairn
Curran L&OWMP.
Activities include planning and sourcing external
funding for initiatives that address a range of land
and on-water issues such as:
•
•
•
•

Increasing community awareness and
involvement
Community safety
Recreation and tourism
Maintaining and protecting environmental
values, and

18 participants collected 48 bags of rubbish
with GMW ferrying the rubbish back to GMW’s
tandem trailer for disposal. The rubbish filled a
3 metre bulk bin!

A great effort by all involved!

•

Cultural heritage

L&OWP’s are facilitated by GMW and
implementation is driven by the community. They
are reliant on community ownership and the
ability to attract funding.
The Implementation Group will also include
representations from local council and other
groups and agencies involved in the management
of and provision of services at the reservoir.
The operational management of the reservoir,
including filling and releases, is outside the scope
of the plan.
Please contact Fabian McCloy on 1800 013 357 or
email fabian.mccloy@gmwater.com.au by April 8
if you would like to lodge an Expression of Interest
for this group.
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Shining light on the Campaspe River

help improve the health of the river.

The Caring for the Campaspe project has been
working with landholders along the length of
Campaspe River since 2012. A primary focus of
this project is willow control and riparian
revegetation.

Project Manager Angela Gladman said the
removal will begin later this month and take about
four weeks.

As the saying goes, a picture tells a thousand
words, and these images of before and after
willow removal, taken by site contactor Alfred
Bouwman, certainly tell one incredible story of the
fight against willows and the effort required to
restore this beautiful waterway.

“Removing the willows and replacing them with
native vegetation improves the health of the river
and provides better quality habitat for native fish
and platypus,” she said.
“The work will be done on six private properties,
and a section of Crown Land, from the Warwick
Armstrong Bridge on the Calder Freeway
downstream to Wards Lane.
“The area is densely infested with willows which
we will remove and paint the cut stump with frogfriendly herbicide. We will pile and burn the
willows when conditions are safe, and then fence
the river off from grazing livestock.
“We will return in May/June to plant 5000 native
trees and shrubs, as well as an extra 5000
upstream to supplement the plantings we have
already done.”
Anglela said she was overwhelmed with how
much support the project had received.

Willow infested Campaspe River near Kyneton

“We have been blown away with local landholder
interest in the Caring for the Campaspe project
and we are in the process of securing additional
State Government funding to continue this work
over the next four years,” she said.
“We are also working closely on this project with
the Macedon Ranges Shire Council and Coliban
Water.”
Willows are a declared Weed of National
Significance and are the key threat to river health
in the upper Campaspe River.
This willow removal is part of the broader project
complementing the river health improvement
efforts of the community, such as the Campaspe
River and Land Management Group volunteers in
Kyneton over the past 20 years.

What a transformation! Revegetation is soon to be
completed along this section of river to continue
the rehabilitation of the waterway. Photos ©Alfred
Bouwman

Rehabilitation works along the Campaspe River at
Kyneton are continuing, with the removal of
willows along both sides of a one-kilometre
stretch of the waterway.
Six local property owners contacted the North
Central CMA asking for the works to be done to

Drought Employment Program & Round
Two EOI process open
The North Central CMA drought employment
crews have been very busy across the St Arnaud
and Charlton areas. In recent weeks, the St
Arnaud crew worked for five days at the Goodwin
Village in Donald. Chief Executive Officer,
Anthony Hogan was most impressed with their
work, saying "they were easy
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going, worked hard and did quality work, in pretty
hot conditions."
The main works undertaken involved landscaping,
planting native trees/shrubs along the village
southern boundary and creating a granite sand
walking track through the village grounds for use
of residents and visitors to engage with the
environment. Anthony said, "these jobs have been
on our radar for a year or two, and being able to
access the program made them possible, at this
time."
Information for Expressions of Interest for Round
2 of the program is available on the North Central
CMA website.

Protecting Victoria's Environment Biodiversity 2036
The Minister for Environment, Climate Change and
Water released the draft Biodiversity Plan
titled "Protecting Victoria’s Environment –
Biodiversity 2036" for public consultation.
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A six week public submission process until 29
April 2016 is now underway, where the
community can provide feedback on the
proposed improvements.
Information about the review, including how you
can make a submission to the Consultation Paper,
can be found at
http://haveyoursay.delwp.vic.gov.au/nativevegetation-clearing-regulations

Landcare achievements celebrated in new
report card
The North Central CMA Landcare team produce
an annual summary of the outstanding
achievements of our region's Landcare
community.
This report card provides a snapshot of the
achievements for the 2014-15 year from across the
catchment. Visit the North Central CMA website
Landcare page for a copy.

In 2016, DELWP will develop a twenty-year plan
for stopping the decline of Victoria’s biodiversity.
The draft plan has been released for an eight
week consultation period until 15 May 2016.
The draft plan and consultation questions can be
found at DELWP's consultation website
HaveYourSay at:
http://haveyoursay.delwp.vic.gov.au/biodiversityplan

2016 National Landcare Conference Melbourne, Wed 21 - Fri 23 Sep

©DELWP

Review of the Native Vegetation Clearing
Regulations
The Victorian Government has committed to
reviewing the native vegetation clearing
regulations to ensure that they sensibly protect
sensitive native vegetation.
In conjunction with the draft of the Biodiveristy
Plan, the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water released the "Review of the
native vegetation clearing regulations Consultation Paper", which sets out proposed
improvements to Victoria's native vegetation
clearing regulations.

Celebrating from the state where Landcare began,
the 2016 National Landcare Conference and
Awards will be held at the Melbourne Convention
and Exhibition Centre.
The National Landcare Awards ceremony and gala
dinner will this year feature 69 finalists, nominated
across nine categories, from all parts of Australia.
Further information about the call for abstracts,
event registration, and conference program will be
announced shortly and these details will available
on the Victorian Landcare Gateway.
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CALL FOR PHOTOS
2016-17 Volunteer Recognition Calendar
The North Central CMA Landcare &
Waterwatch team are seeking input
from the region for the production of
a Volunteer Recognition Calender.
We are in search of 12 inspiring and exciting high
resolution images and short stories or quotes from
a variety of volunteers across the catchment that
dedicate so much time and effort to restoring our
environment and improving sustainable
agriculture practices.
All images will be credited and we know there is a
strong cohort of amazing photographers out
there, so we'd love to help share your local story.
Cass, Mandy and I are more than happy to make
time to come out onsite and capture some stories
and images. All photo submissions can be sent via
email to: landcare@nccma.vic.gov.au

Kerang carp forum o-fish-ally a success
After last week’s successful community forum in
Kerang, and all the attention the carp herpes virus
has had in the media lately, it’s possible there are
some burning questions about what this means
for the Murray-Darling Basin and our region
locally.
The Invasive Animals CRC (who are driving the
charge behind the virus) have produced a Carp
Herpes Virus factsheet.There is also some
information on the CSIRO (who have been doing
the lab research) website:
https://blog.csiro.au/reclaiming-our-rivers-fromferal-carp/

Events…
Mount Bolton/Beckworth Landcare Group
Rabbit Management Field Day
All interested parties are invited to observe the
latest techniques in Rabbit Management at this
upcoming fiel day.

When; Friday April 1, 2016
When: 10.30 am sharp
Where: Laverys Road, Addington
Directions: turn into Orrs Road approx. 6km
North West of Learmonth or 4km South East of
Waubra off the Sunraysia Highwa. Vicroads Map
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58 C7, watch for signs.
Food and drinks available to support local
charities

Enquiries: Chris Pollock, Faciltator, Upper Loddon
& Avoca Landcare Network
E: chrispollock7@gmail.com P 03 5463 2563 or
0421 372 545
Ken Campbell, President, Bolton/Beckworth
Landcare Group
E:kencam@activ8.net.au ph 03 53435378

2016 Future Farming Expo
Thursday April 14
North Central Catchment Management
Authority (CMA) in conjunction with the Swan
Hill Rural City Council is pleased to organise
and host a regional Future Farming Expo on
Thursday April 14 at the Swan Hill Town Hall.
The free event will feature farmers, scientists and
industry experts sharing their research, experience
and ideas on increasing farm profitability.
University of Melbourne Professor Snow Barlow is
the keynote speaker. His work investigates the
potential impact of the variable climate on
agriculture, water management and global food
security. Dr Mona Chung will follow Prof Barlow.
Her extensive experience in Western-Chinese
relationships will bring understanding to the China
Free Trade Agreement (FTA) and highlight
opportunities for local products.
Both speakers will aim to show local farmers how
to adapt to these challenges and opportunities to
benefit their day-to-day farm businesses. The
expo will also feature visits to three local, and
different, innovative farm sites.
The day will involve a visit to Kilter Rural’s mixed
enterprise at Swan Hill, a 1200-cow dairy farm and
Wattle Organics at Tresco West. Nathan Free of
Wattle Organics, who is only 27 and runs one of
Australia’s largest organic properties, will share his
enterprise which currently produces 23 lines of
fruit, vegetable and fodder.
The expo will also run two sessions around FTAs,
seasonal outlooks, precision agriculture and
business continuance.
Places are strictly limited and bookings and
RSVPs are essential on (03) 5448 7124 or email
info@nccma.vic.gov.au. More

North Central chat | April 2016

information at www.nccma.vic.gov.au. We look
forward to seeing you there!
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We have some great events planned for the
following months, including the Waterwatch
Workshop at the Bendigo Easter Festival on
Saturday March 26, the annual ALT Waterbug
Workshops with John Gooderham in April,
Waterwatch Victoria Salinity Snaphsot week and
the Annual Water Science Forum in May.

Call for 2016 Water Science Forum - case
studies and site visits
Hello everyone,
I hope you are enjoying another great edition of
the North Central Chat.
I love getting stories from our regions
Waterwatch schools and have really enjoyed the
Facebook updates from Goornong Primary
School with all the kids down by the Campaspe
River measuring the water quality.
This month the Detectives have identified that
“the water is very clean, excellent salinity and
turbidity, low in reactive phosphorous and good
pH”.

This year we will be focussing on Citizen Science
as a theme for our Annual Water Science Fourm.

We are looking for individuals or groups to put
forward their interest in showcasing their
stories that link onground activities to citizen
science monitoring programs.
We would love to hear from you, if you have a
project and are interested in sharing your
experience, please email me on:
cass.davis@nccma.vic.gov.au
Step outside and smile at the sun,

Cass Davis
Regional Waterwatch Coordinator
North Central Catchment Management Authority
Phone: 03 5440 1863
Email: cass.davis@nccma.vic.gov.au

Are you in
Bendigo over
Easter?

We have been out and about over the past month
catching up with our schools and facilitating our
River Detectives Water Science workshops. I am
excited to share that we now have 40 primary
schools/groups registered in the program with 74
facilitators across the North Central CMA region.
That’s around 4,200 students participating in
river health monitoring activities!
The State Waterwatch program released the
EstuaryWatch and Waterwatch Annual
Achievements report 2014-15, which you can view
on the next page.

Come visit us on
Saturday March 26
to discover the
Waterbugs that live
in Bendigo Creek.
Learn all about who
they are and why
they are an
important link in the
aquatic food chain!
Where: Rosiland Park
When: 10:00 am - 5:00 pm
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River Detectives Professional
Development

Sustainability Awards night. Well done guys!

Over the past two weeks I have been out training
our team of River Detective facilitators in the use
of all our resources. This year we held training
events as Carlsruhe Primary School, Gunbower
Primary School,Twisted Headquaters in Echuca
and the North Central CMA office.
Facilitators who participated in the training
received information for facilitating the Water
Science activity to students and new schools
received a monitoring kit and were taken on a
virtual tour of our awesome new River Detectives
online website.

EstuaryWatch and Waterwatch Annual
Achievement Report 2014/15
The State and
Regional Waterwatch
Coordinators
celebrate the
accomplishments of
the Waterwatch and
EstuaryWatch
programs through the
release of the
Estuarywatch and
Waterwatch Annual
Achievements Report
2014-15.

Facilitators are really excited about the
opportunity to extend their classroom activities to
learning beside their local waterways with
resources that help to engage students in
understanding the importance of river and
wetland health concepts.
I am looking forward to hearing your stories and
seeing all our River Detectives talking to each
other on our River Detectives websites through
Billabong Banter! See you there.

Congratulations Goornong Primary School
On Friday March 18, the Bendigo Sustainability
Group hosted an evening to present awards for
Business, Education, Home and Garden, and
Community with thanks to their sponsors City of
Greater Bendigo, Bank Australia and Sustainability
Victoria. There were lots of great winners from the
Sustainability Awards and a great talk after by
Phillip Johnson. It was a delight to see Goornong
Primary School students presented with the
'Highly Commended' award at the Bendigo

The report showcases
some important statistics demonstrating the
breadth of community monitoring of Victorian
waterways, and the engagement activities that
improve community knowledge of catchment and
waterway health.
The report also features case studies highlighting
what is happening across regional Waterwatch
programs to raise skills and knowledge through
community involvement in waterway
management.
Deirdre Murphy, State Waterwatch Coordinator
says "thank you to all the coordinators who
contributed to this excellent report and to the
community volunteer monitors who give their
time to make the programs so successful."
To view the flip book go to: EstuaryWatch &
Waterwatch Annual Achievements Report 20142015 flip book
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Gunbower and Welton Primary School
students begin their detective journey

Courses and Resources

On Thursday March 14, CMA Project Officer Amy
Russell and I went to Gunbower Primary School to
run the water science session as a part of our
River Detectives Program.

Soil Health Guide and Score Card- north
central Victoria
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The children from Gunbower and Welton primary
schools learnt all about Gunbower Creek water
quality.
The students participated in sessions on salinity,
turbidity, phosphorus and pH and learnt about
indicators to tell if their creek is healthy.
They were particularly interested in how this
relates to the blue green algae blooms.
The results showed that the section of Gunbower
Creek outside the school had good to excellent
water quality.

A ‘soon to be released’ soil health guide and score
card for north central Victoria aims to raise
awareness of soil health attributes and indicators,
assist with decision making, facilitate practice
change and sign post farmers to further
information.
The soil health guide and score card provide
instructions for farmers on how to conduct visual
soil assessments in the paddock, in order to
identify possible soil health issues. Farmers are
able to relate soil health observations and results
to soil condition, limits to production and
management actions to improve soil health.
The guide covers;

Amy will continue to facilitate the program to the
school students as a part of the National Landcare
Programme's Gunbower Forest Protection
Project.

•

Groundcover (biological)

•

Evidence of soil biological activity
(biological)

•

Soil colour (physical)

•

Soil pH (chemical)

•

Texture (physical)

•

Top Soil (physical)

•

Soil structure (physical)

•

Soil compaction layers (physical)

•

Slaking (Physical) & Dispersion (chemical)

Training is intended for local Landcare facilitators,
land management staff and interested landholders
to ensure the tool is regionally embedded into
current and future soil programs. The guide aims
to complement laboratory test results, providing
real-time information on soil physical, chemical
and biological characteristics.
For further information or future workshop
opportunities, please contact Mandy Coulson.
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short course planned for August 2016. A range of
topics will be covered during the short course
including;

This three-day training event features three
superbly experienced Victorian presenters, Chris
McAuley, Alan Wade, Michael Blackham and
others including information on climate and its
effect on water resources.
Running from April 12-14, 2016 in Melbourne, this
course will teach you all you ever wanted or
needed to know about groundwater in our
challenging country of contrasting droughts and
floods.
This course is ideal for anyone working in areas
related to groundwater or its management.
For more information about the three-day
Introduction to Groundwater course in Melbourne
click here or visit the Sustainable Resources
Industry Traning website.

Inspiring Women in Agriculture Short
Course

•

The art and benefits of networking.

•

Achieving a balance between business,
family and life.

•

Marketing yourself and your business

•

Strategic planning, goal setting and risk
management.

•

Characteristics of successful rural
businesses.

•

Making the money work for your farming
business.

Keep an eye out for information on this course in
future editions of the North Central Chat.

Campaspe Valley Landcare Group tackles
weeds
The Campaspe Valley Landcare Group has been
hard at work producing a booklet titled "A Ute
Guide to Chilean and Texas Needle Grass.
Identification and Management”.
Soon to be released, the booklet will be a fantastic
resource for landowners who want to learn how to
identify and manage the weed which is fast
becoming a problem in the area.
If anyone would like one of these guides please
contact the Upper Campaspe Landcare Network
on uclandcare@gmail.com

Are you hungry for ideas to take your farming
business to the next level? Are you keen to learn
new skills, build your networks and be inspired?
Then you may enjoy reading the stories from
three rural women who completed the course in
2014-15 on the CMA website.
Each case study takes you on a journey,
highlighting how each of the participants
developed their own action learning by exploring
theory and practice and how this course provided
inspiration to take their agricultural business to
the next level.
The North Central CMA will open an Expression of
Interest process in June/July for another intensive

Jan Elder and Barbara James from Campaspe Valley
Landcare have been hard at work producing a
booklet which aims to educate landowners on how
to identify and eradicate texas needle grass.They
are seen here at a trial site to control the weed near
Baynton.©Sandy Scheltema
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Indigenous Professional Development
Program
The purpose of the Indigenous Professional
Development Program is to:
•

•

•

•

support Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander artist/arts-workers from Victoria
to be represented at significant national
and international conferences;
support artists'/arts-workers' strategic
International market and professional
development;
support career and artistic development
for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
artists; and,
market and showcase the work of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artists
living in Victoria.
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Funding…
Threatened Species Protection Initiative
The Victorian Government has announced $5.2
million for the Threatened Species Protection
Initiative to support immediate action on
threatened species and habitat protection.
Round 2 of the Threatened Species Protection
Initiative (Community Volunteer Action Grants
and crowd funding) are now open.
Visit this DELWP website link for the full details,
application forms and guidelines.
There are two closing dates for this funding:
Submissions for Community Volunteer Action
Grants will close on 20 April 2016.
Expressions of interest to participate in
the Crowdfunding Pilot will close on 13 April 2016.

The program supports a range of opportunities
for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander arts
practitioners and arts workers residing in Victoria.
The need of the individual in attending the specific
opportunity must be demonstrated. Organisations
can apply for professional development
opportunities for individual staff members.
Funding is available to support arts practitioners
and arts workers to:
•

participate in significant national and
international conferences;

•

participate in national and international
markets and expos;

•

participate in events such as festivals,
biennales and exhibitions where there is a
demonstrated professional or market
development outcome; and

•

participate in short non-accredited
courses where the course provides new or
improves upon existing creative or
technical skills.

Apply online before 5pm Monday 4th April.

Funding for the North Central Chat is
provided by the Australian and
Victorian Governments

This Easter, why not share the story of
Burra Nimu, the Easter Bilby!
Find out all about Burra's story through
the website or search for the Easter Bilby
on Facebook.

Whilst we're on the topic, if you’re keen to
have a Palm Oil Free Easter- check out the
useful shopping guide produced by the
Orangutan Project.

Wishing everyone a safe
and happy Easter break

