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A message from the Regional 

Landcare Coordinator 

Hi everyone, 
 
Just as I was beginning to thaw out, we have hit a 
spring cold snap. One of our catchment 
restoration officers even reported snowfall in the 
southern end of the catchment in Ashbourne! 
 
Spring brings all sorts of surprises, with several 
Landcarers reporting early sightings of an 
unwelcome springtime visitor the dreaded 
European wasp. The Glenlyon Upper Loddon 
Landcare Group recently hosted a workshop with 
expert wasp trapper Laurie Nicholl, which focused 
on safe methods to trap wasps using his unique 
1.25 litre soft drink bottle trap and discussed how 
to prevent queen wasps nesting near homes in 
the future. Laurie was featured in the May 2015 
edition of the Chat and is keen for other 
landholders to start using this method. For further 
information please contact Laurie Nicoll on 03 
5423 2412 or email laurie@shamp.com.au. 
 
Keeping with the pest theme, the North Central 
CMA Landcare program was very excited to tour 
the catchment during the Rabbit Buster 
Roadshow September 16-18.  
 
The event series held four workshops over three 
days at Swan Hill, Ravenswood, Donald and 
Amphitheatre with over 150 people attending the 
roadshow. Guest speakers Dr. Tarnya Cox 
(Invasive Aniamls CRC) and John Matthews 
(Department of Economic Development 
Statewide Specialist- Established Invasive 
Animals) were very well received.  
 
Each event highlighted local rabbit management 
initiatives and the outcomes of work undertaken 
by Landcare groups and landholders.  
 
Presentations focused on the future release of a 
new strain of RHDV (Calicivirus), best practice 
tools and integrated management techniques for 
Victorian rabbit management as informed by a 

decade of comprehensive state-wide rabbit 
monitoring. 

Rabbit Buster Roadshow guest speakers, John 
Matthews and Dr. Tarnya Cox address questions 
at Ravenswood. 
 
There are several ways to get involved in the 
future release of RHDV, just visit the PestSmart 
website and register your interest: 
http://www.pestsmart.org.au/pest-animal-
species/european-rabbit/  
 
You can also head to the multimedia section of 
the North Central CMA website to view Tarnya’s 
presentation on RHDV from the 2015 Future 
Farming Expo. 
 
Until next time, 

Tess Grieves 
Regional Landcare Coordinator 
North Central Catchment Management Authority 
Phone: 03 5448 7124 
Email: tess.grieves@nccma.vic.gov.au 

September 2015 

Keeping you up to date with all the Landcare and 

Waterwatch news 
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Weed of the month… 

 

 Did you know…

The Weeds Identification 
Guide for north central 
Victoria is also an app! 
 
Download it free from iTunes 
or Google Play, search for 
Weeds ID Guide – north  

  central Victoria. 

News… 
 
Silverleaf Nightshade Trial Sites 
Needed 

NSW Primary Industries and Murrumbidgee 
Landcare have a National project funded by Meat 
and Livestock Australia (MLA) and the Australian 
Wool Industry (AWI) targeting the perennial 
summer weed Silverleaf Nightshade. 

This program needs the cooperation of 
landholders to establish free ‘dual action’ 
herbicide trial sites on their farms to test its 
effectiveness under a range of conditions.   

The trials are suitable for small isolated patches of 
Silverleaf Nightshade to dense infestations and 
involves allowing a private contractor access to 
the nominated areas twice yearly to apply 
herbicide applications (suitable with their 
production system) and conduct stem counts. 

Interested Landholders should conduct Karen 
Herbert from Murrumbidgee Landcare on 0438 
297 319. 

New online flood tool to help reduce 
flood impact  

The Department of Environment, Water, Land and 
Planning (DELWP) recently launched a new web-
based tool to help mitigate the impact of floods 
on Victorian communities.  

FloodZoom brings together flood forecasts, flood 
mapping, real time river height gauges and 
property data to provide coordinated information 
and improved knowledge about likely flood 
impacts.  

DELWP Manager of Floodplain Management, 
Steve Muncaster, said: “The forecasts will benefit 
communities by providing more accurate and 
timely warnings that will be specific to local areas, 
giving emergency services and authorities the 
best chance of mitigating the impact of floods. 

While we can’t stop flooding, we know that 
effective warnings can save lives and significantly 
reduce flood damage. 

Victorians in flood-prone communities will benefit 
from more accurate and timely flood warnings 
that are specific to their local area, improved 
flood preparedness and flood response activities, 
and better informed planning decisions.”  
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While FloodZoom will be used by authorities and 
agencies, communities and individuals will be able 
to access better warnings as a result of the new 
system through Emergency Management Victoria 
and VICSES websites and emergency messaging 
systems. To learn more update FloodZoom go to: 
www.delwp.vic.gov.au/floodzoom  
 
Raise your forks Australia!

 

157,000 farmers on 135,000 Australian farms 
produce 93% of the total volume of food 
consumed in Australia and feed some 40 
million people outside Australia each day. 

With increasing demands on our land, along with 
drought, floods, and an ever changing climate, it's 
easy to see why farmers need support. 

You can support the hand that feeds you! 
Landcare Australia invite you to put Australia on 
your plate this spring by hosting a From Farm to 
Fork Feast at your home, workplace, school or in 
your local community. You could also give your 
health a boost by enjoying fresh Australian 
produce and taking part in a Fresh Living 
Challenge. If you know of a restaurant, why not 
raise a fork to our farmers by hosting a special 
From Farm to Fork event? 

By getting involved in From Farm to Fork, you 
will be supporting our farmers, helping educate 
our kids about where our food comes from, and 
supporting the work of Landcare Groups across 
Australia. 

Register today and The Wine Society will reward 
your efforts with a free Trail Membership and a 
$30 voucher towards your first purchase. For 
every voucher redeemed, $5.00 will be donated 
to the Farm to Fork project. 

Landcare Australia’s Farm to Fork target is 
$150,000, so to register your event or find out 
how else you can support Aussie farmers visit 
http://fromfarmtofork.gofundraise.com.au/  
 

 
 

 
2015 Victorian Landcare Award's 
winners announced  
 
The 2015 Victorian Landcare Awards ceremony 
was hosted by Her Excellency The Honourable 
Linda Dessau AM, Governor of Victoria at 
Government House, Melbourne on Monday 31 
August 2015. 
 
Several North Central CMA staff attended the 
ceremony and it was wonderful to be present to 
congratulate the two very deserving winners from 
our region. 
 

• Indigenous Land Corporation Land 
Management Award- Barapa Culture 
Team 
 

• Department of Economic Development, 
Jobs, Transport and Resources Regional 
Innovation in Sustainable Farm Practices 
Award- Matthew Bailey 
 

 
 
Barapa Culture team representatives Sharnie 
Hamilton and Dixie Patten were thrilled to accept 
their 2015 Victorian Landcare Award. 
 

The Barapa Water for Country project has 
produced a wonderful video which showcases the 
diversity of activities the team undertook during 
their fieldwork in the Gunbower Forest. View it on 
the CMA media & events-multimedia page. 
 

A full list of award winners is available at 
http://www.landcarevic.net.au/2015-victorian-
landcare-awards-winners-announced 
 

Waterbirds and Wetlands- Video Clip 
 

A new five minute video has been produced as 
part of the Central Murray Wetlands Project 
environmental water communication program. 

Project Manager Heidi Kleinert said “This 
production was developed to raise awareness of 
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the importance of Ramsar wetlands, how 
wetlands have altered in our landscape and how 
environmental water is used to assist wetlands 
and waterbirds. It also highlights the multiple 
benefits of environmental water.” 

Check it out on the North Central CMA You Tube 
channel or visit: 
http://www.nccma.vic.gov.au/Water/Environmen
tal_Water/Central_Murray_Wetlands/index.aspx 

Wychitella District Landcare continue 
Wheel Cactus control at Buckrabanyule 

 
Working bees tackling Wheel Cactus have 
continued at Buckrabanyule, with volunteers 
picking up stem injection units again in July and 
August as part of the Wychitella groups efforts, 
supported by the Loddon Plains Landcare 
Network’s equipment.  
 
The stem injection equipment, purchased 
previously through a Loddon Shire Community 
Grant, is being put to good use with six working 
bees run to date in 2015 and two weeks’ worth of 
use by the Green Army team on some of Mt 
Buckrabanyules trickier slopes. 
 
The project is funded through a ‘Communities for 
Nature’ grant from the Department of 
Environment, Land, Water and Planning and is 
supported by the Loddon Plains Landcare 
Network. 

 
Wheel Cactus dying off after being injected with 
Glyphosate at Mount Buckrabanyule: Photo: 
Anthony Gallacher 

Awards help women to realise their 
vision for rural Australia 

Nominations are open for the Rural Industries 
Research and Development Corporation Rural 
Women’s Award. The Award celebrates women 
who demonstrate a commitment to primary 
industries and rural communities and have the 

potential to expand their contribution and 
leadership. 

If you are a woman involved in primary industries 
and/or rural Australia and have a vision or project 
that will contribute to one of the key areas listed 
below, you could receive $10,000 towards 
realising your goals. 

Key award areas are as follows; 

• Innovation 
• Creativity 

• Community sustainability 
• Education 

• Productivity 

• Agribusiness 
• Regional development 

The Award also supports women to build 
leadership skills through education and 
opportunities to meet and work with others who 
share a passion for primary industries and rural 
Australia. 

Nominations are open until Friday 30 October 
2015, visit the Rural Industries Research and 
Development Corporation 
http://www.rirdc.gov.au/rural-women's-award   

Consultation begins on Local 
Government Act review  
 
Minister for Local Government, Hon Natalie 
Hutchins MP has launched consultation for the 
review of the Local Government Act 1989.  
 
The release of the Local Government Act Review 
Discussion Paper and the consultation website is 
the commencement of the first stage in the 
review process.  
 
"The Local Government Act Review discussion 
paper starts an important conversation between 
councils, the community and the Victorian 
Government about what local government should 
be."  
 
The aim of the review is to produce 
contemporary legislation that modernises the 
relationship between the state and local 
government to better reflect essential roles and 
responsibilities and which provides clear guidance 
to those who work in the sector, and the 
community, about those roles and responsibilities. 
 
The Discussion Paper is available online and input 
is welcome until 18 December 2015. 
http://www.yourcouncilyourcommunity.vic.gov.a
u/discussion-paper   
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Hello everyone,  

In this edition of the Waterwatch update, I have 
included some stories from other Waterwatch 
programs, we say hello to a new monitor and I 
will provide you with an update on some of our 
events that I have been involved in and some 
exciting events coming up! 

I invite you along to meet and greet our new 
Waterwatch volunteer, John Cable. Patrick Wilson 
from Doxa Youth Foundation Malmsbury Camp 
shares his story about engaging with youth using 
the River Detectives program as a tool to raise 
awareness and educate youth about the natural 
environment. You will also read about Priya 
Crawford-Wilson, Waterwatch Coordinator from 
Melbourne Water who tells us how she springs 
into Waterwatch!  

We have some really great events over the 
coming weeks, including National Water Week, 
the City of Greater Bendigo student workshops, 
new volunteers joining the program and site visits 
with our community volunteers during November. 

Details for the following events can be found on 
the event page of the North Central CMA website: 
www.nccma.vic.gov.au  

• Student workshops with the City of 
Greater Bendigo 
 

• National Water Week events – 18-24 
October  
 

• Campaspe Carp Catch – 25 October 
2015 
 

• Community Volunteer monitor site visits 
– November  
 

I look forward to seeing you over the coming 
months with lots of activities to get our feet wet 
and refresh our souls.  

Happy reading,  

Cass Davis, 
North Central Waterwatch Coordinator 
Phone (03) 5440 1863 
Email: cass.davis@nccma.vic.gov.au 

 
Waterwatch Recruits a new volunteer   
 

Name: John Cable 

Monitoring site: NC_LOD040 

Waterway: Loddon River 

Catchment: Loddon (Upper) Reach: 10 

Long term resource condition target: Improve 
the condition of waterways from moderate to 
good (based on the Index of Stream Condition) 
by 2050. 

 

John enjoying his training along the Loddon  

John is an apiarist who lives in the rolling hills of 
Glenlyon, just 40 km south of Castlemaine. John 
and his partner Jill moved to the region as hobby 
farmers over 15 years ago.   

John and Jill are located about 25 km from the 
source of the Loddon with about 1 km of the river 
meandering through the edge of their 60 acre 
conservation and lifestyle property. Since living 
by the river John and Jill have worked hard to 
remove infestations of many weed species and 
have revegetated riparian areas of the upper 
reaches of the Loddon River throughout the 
region.  

John is passionate about bees and honey and is 
the President of the Upper Loddon Landcare 
Group, together John and Jill enjoy their 
spectacular views of the river from their 
home.  John tells me “Cranes, wallabies, echidnas, 
wrens, kookaburras and tree creepers to name a 
few are frequent visitors in the newly revegetated 
landscape”. 
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John became aware of the program through his 
involvement with the North Central CMA and the 
Landcare program. John is as a member of our 
Natural Resource Management Committee and a 
member of the Waterwatch and Landcare 
Portfolio Group.   

Identifying there was a gap in data collected in 
the upper reaches of the Loddon, John wanted to 
contribute to long term information about our 
waterways and to better understand the 
measurements we test for at our monitoring sites, 
John is keen to learn more about how healthy his 
patch of the river is and would like to be able to 
share this information with his Landcare group.  

John attended our Quality Assurance and Quality 
Control events only hours after receiving his 
induction training! Great work John, we look 
forward to seeing you at many more events! 

Good News – Students are telling their 
stories 

A report by Patrick Wilson, Doxa Youth 
Foundation, Malmsbury 

Here at Doxa Youth Foundation Malmsbury Camp 
(located on a narrow loop of the Loddon River 
just outside of Glenluce) we have been having 
great success with our River Detective program. 
We have up to 80 schools a year come through 
our camp and have run as many as six river 
sessions in a single week, and as a result we are 
constantly trying new ways of engaging students 
and increasing the educational outcomes of what 
we deliver.  

I consider us fortunate to have such a beautiful 
setting for the students to appreciate; as we 
make our way down to the river I ask them to tell 
me what they can see and what they can hear, to 
be silent and observant.  For the students that 
come to Doxa this can sometimes be a rare 
opportunity, to enjoy and embrace nature in this 
way. The students then get another chance for 
something new as they get their hands dirty 
looking for macro invertebrates.  

Once we have determined the significance of our 
findings we take them to our resource room, put 
the bugs under a microscope and display them on 
a big screen television.  During this we have 
conversations about the importance of 
invertebrates in the food chain and why having a 
healthy river is necessary to support all the 
creatures that are living there both in and around 
the water.  

The entire program is always a rewarding process 
as the students have a thirst for studying the 
environment; however my favourite part of the 
session is when I ask students to suggest what 

they think can be done to help keep the river 
healthy. I have given them control and they 
always surprise me with their responses.  

I had to laugh recently when one boy suggested 
that the best thing we could do to save the 
environment and keep the rivers healthy would 
be to “get rid of all the people”, I couldn’t 
disagree of course but I did not entertain the idea 
for too long.  

Some students want to “shut down factories” or 
“go back to the stone-age” but the answers that 
please me the most are when they talk about 
actively cleaning up environments that need it or 
planting trees; or growing a vegetable garden, 
because I know that we have reached those kids 
and they are seriously considering what they can 
do to help.    

I hope that everyone is having similar success and 
that we all continue to encourage a new and 
greener generation. 

Melbourne Water Springs into 
Waterwatch! 

A report by Priya Crawford-Wilson, 
Waterwatch Coordinator, Melbourne Water 

Around 200 people attended the Spring into 
Waterwatch event on Sunday 30 August at the 
Melbourne Museum.  

Volunteers, participants and interested 
community gathered at the museum to hear 
about the Waterwatch program and to learn 
more from some interesting guest speakers. 
There were also activities and information from 
the Australia and New Guinea Fishers Association, 
The Connies, Merri Creek Management 
Committee and the Dolphin Research Institute.   

This event provided us with the opportunity to 
thank our dedicated volunteers for their hard 
work. Across Melbourne, hundreds of volunteers 
collect data along their local waterways and 
contribute important information through the 
Waterwatch program. Through recognition of 
these efforts, we were also able to promote 
citizen science to those who are not yet involved.  

Attendees heard from speakers from the Dolphin 
Research Institute and the Bowerbird website. 
Both spoke about citizen science beyond local 
waterways and highlighted the importance of 
citizen science for environmental conservation.    

This event was also the launch of spring 
monitoring for our three citizen science Census 
programs; Frog Census, Platypus Census and 
Waterbug Census. Spring is the beginning of 
monitoring season for these three programs and 
a great chance for participants to get out along 
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their local waterways. The census programs use 
citizen science to collect meaningful data that 
contributes to greater understanding and 
management of Melbourne’s waterways.  

 

For more information about any of the Census 
programs, please email 

Waterwatch@melbournewater.com.au    

 

Events 

Subsoil Manuring Field Day 

The North Central Catchment Management 
Authority (CMA) is hosting a Subsoil Manuring 
field day on a property at Kamarooka on 
Thursday 15 October 2015.  

Landholders seeking to improve their yields 
through soil improvements should come along to 
hear from subsoil manuring experts and to see, 
first-hand, how crops are performing under these 
conditions. 

Attendees will hear from Dr Renick Peries, 
Department of Economic, Development, Jobs, 
Transport and Resources (DEDJTR), a subsoil 
manuring specialist who has worked on trial sites 
across Victoria for several years. Dr. Peries will 
also discuss results from these sites and talk 
about the potential benefits of this practice.Dr 
Peries believes improved productivity resulting 
from subsoil manuring causes changes in the soil 
which leads to better water and nutrient use 
efficiency by crops. 

Melissa Cann (DEDJTR) has many years’ 
experience with soils and will provide an analysis 
from a local soil pit. 

Where: Tandarra Elmore Road, Kamarooka 

When: Thursday 15 Oct 2015  

Time: 10.00 am - 1.00 pm 

RSVP: North Central CMA (03) 5448 7124 

 

2015 Elmore Field Days 

This year display sites are being booked out 
much earlier than normal with the level of 
enquiry from prospective new exhibitors the 
strongest in some years.  

New exhibitors invariably mean new equipment 
and services and a compelling reason for you not 
to miss each year. 

The Field Days Committee is diligent in ensuring 
that new exhibitors have to demonstrate a 
relevance to the rural business and farming sector 
so the Elmore Field Days continue to be a 
highlight in regional Australia's calendar. 

See more at: http://www.elmorefielddays.com.au   
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Where: Elmore Events Centre, 48 Rosaia Road, 

  Elmore , VIC 

 

When: Tue 6,Wed 7&Thur 8 October 2015 

 

Time:  8.30am -5.00 pm 

 

Cost:   Adults $18.00                 

 Secondary Students $8.00 

 Children Under 12 Free 

 NO CONCESSIONS- Companion Card 

 accepted. 

 
Come and visit the North Central CMA at site 349 

 

Sounds of Meran  
 

Where culture meets environment on the 
foreshore of Lake Meran. 

Music …. Dance … Story Telling …. Something for 
the entire family. Join in the chorus alongside 
Lake Meran on Friday 2 October. BBQ Tea and 
tea/coffee provided. BYO Chairs and Drinks (no 
glass please). 

A courtesy bus will be leaving from the Kerang 
Library car park at 3:45pm (*bookings required 
with RSVP) and admission is by Gold Coin 
Donation 

When: Friday 2 October, 2015 

Time: 4.00 pm-9.00 pm 

RSVP: by 30 September to assist with catering E: 
aahird@westnet.com.au or M: 0428 532 583 
 
For more information contact: Angela Hird 0428 
532 583 or Ron Kelly 0408 517 705  

 

Naturally Loddon - 10th Annual 
Activities Weekend  
Terrick Terrick National Park  
 
The Friends of Terrick Terrick National Park invite 
you to the 10th Annual Activities weekend  

There is a huge range of free activities from 
October 2-4, 2015. Your base campsite for the 
weekend is the beautiful grassland of Davies 
Homestead within the National Park. 

These activities are part of the Loddon Shire’s 
naturally Loddon festival and further details can 
be found online at: 
http://www.loddon.vic.gov.au/Visit/Natural-
attractions/Naturally-Loddon  

Where: Davies Homestead. Kow Swamp Road, 
 Terrick Terrick National Park. 

When: Friday October 2- Sunday October 4 

Cost: Free Event  

Format: Free park tours, early morning birding 
Saturday (from 7.10am), nature walks, static 
display, evening presentations, surveys, working 
bees, screening of AFL grand final.  

Requirements: free camping site available at the 
Davies Homestead site for the duration of the 
weekend. Campers should bring their own 
drinking water, food and camping equipment. 
Day (and evening) visitors welcome. Nearest 
towns: Mitiamo (no accommodation), Gunbower 
and Pyramid Hill. 

No pre-bookings needed.  

For more information, contact Keith Stockwell. 
Phone 03 5480 9254 
Email : stocky@echuca.net.au   

Spring bird photography workshops 
with Chris Tzaros 
 

Renowned bird researcher and photographer 
Chris Tzaros and local naturalist Geoff Park are 
hosting a new series of bird photography 
workshops this spring, in Newstead.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Splendid Fairy-wren by Chris Tzaros. 
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Two workshops will be held on Saturday 7 
November, the first for early birds (7.30am – 
12.30pm), then an afternoon session commencing 
at 1.30pm and concluding at 6.30pm. 
 
Each session will include a 90 minute illustrated 
talk, ‘Bird Photography: Tips & Techniques’, 
together with a field session in the local bush. The 
workshops cater for a range of participants, from 
budding photographers to those with more 
experience wishing to improve their techniques 
and field craft. 

Each workshop is limited to 10 participants at a 
cost of $100.  
 
Where: Newstead Bushland, Newstead, VIC 

 

When: Saturday 7 November, 2015 

 

Time:  Session 1: 7.30am – 12.30pm,  
 Session 2: 1.30pm - 6.30pm. 
 

Cost:   $100 

 

Registration: Email Geoff Park 

geoff.park@naturaldecisions.com.au to book a 

place in one of these highly regarded workshops 

– please indicate your preferred time slot. 

 

Courses and resources 

Wise Waterways Conference 

This conference provides a forum for a 
comprehensive overview of Stream 
Rehabilitation and Management Principles and 
Practices.  

Hosted by North East CMA, this workshop has 
been running for 16 years and has evolved over 
time, reflecting issues faced by water managers 
of today. The course is aimed at people working 
in, or who are interested in stream management, 
particularly those involved in practical natural 
resource works programs. 

Where: George Kerferd Hotel, Beechworth 

When: 26 - 30 October 2015 

Full Workshop Fee: $990 (includes morning teas, 
lunches, dinners (excluding Wed) and an annual 
subscription to RBMS. Accommodation costs are 
additional and can be booked when you RSVP. 
 
RSVP: Register by 12 October 2015. Download 
and complete the enrolment form from: 
http://www.necma.vic.gov.au/Events  
 
 

For further information contact: 
Virginia Eckels, North East Conference and Event 
Planners 
Tel: 0408 109 707 or Email:nemeet@bigpond.com 
www.wisewaterways.org.au  

 
Crop diseases application 
for smartphones 

Built for farmers, agronomists and 
agricultural consultants, the Crop 
Disease Application allows users to 

identify crop varieties and disease ratings in the 
ute, office or paddock. 

The app was developed by team of grains 
pathologist researchers based on research funded 
by the Grains Research and Development 
Corporation to help with crop selection, disease 
identification, and potentially the early detection 
of exotic crop diseases. 

It combines resistance ratings from DEPI's Cereal 
and Pulse Disease Guides with crop information 
from the Victorian Winter Crop Summary to help 
users select the most appropriate crop 
management strategy for their farm business. 

Search Crop Disease on Google Play or iTunes to 
download it free. 

Field Guide to Pest Animals of 
Australia 

Smartphone and iPad users can now access the 
latest information about Australia’s pest animals 
via the new Field Guide to Pest Animals App. 

Developed by the Invasive Animals CRC, this App 
contains species profiles for 53 of Australia’s 
worst pest animals, including: species 
descriptions, photo galleries, footprints, audio 
calls, maps, control techniques, quick links to 
plenty of pest control resources. You can 
download the App from iTunes for free. 

Are feral animals moving into your 
local area?  

The FeralScan Mapping Tool allows farmers and 
communities to use mobile phones to map pest  
animals and note the damage they cause in their 
local area into the popular website. A FeralScan 
free-standing Phone App is also being developed.  

View over 25,000 community records or start 
mapping your own observations visit: 
www.feralscan.org 
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Funding 

The North Central CMA is thrilled to announce 
that 15 projects were successful in receiving 
funding from the National Landcare Programme 
as part of the 2015-16 Community Grants 
Program- North Central Victoria. 
 
The Community Grants program was again 
exceptionally oversubscribed, with over 
$600,000 worth of grant applications coming in 
from Landcare groups, networks, landholders and 
community based NRM organisations. 
 
Congratulations to the 2015-16 successful 
applicants, listed below in no particular order: 
 

• Friends of Cornish Hill 

• John Cable (Individual) 

• Shepherd's Flat Landcare Group 
• Robbie Kristenson (Individual) 

• Castlemaine Landcare Group 
• Golden Point Landcare 

• Malmsbury District Landcare Group 

• Callawadda Landcare Group 
• Elaine Bayes (Individual) 

• Glenloth East Landcare 
• Kara Kara CMN 

• Ken & Jill Hooper (Individual) 

• Stuart Mill Landcare 
• Northern Plains Conservation 

Management Network 
• Timor West Landcare Group 

 
A more detailed list of these NLP funded projects 
can be found on the North Central CMA website. 
 
The 2015-16 Community Grants Program also 
received funds from the Victorian Landcare Grant 
program. Stay tuned for an upcoming 
announcement of those successful projects. 
 

Victorian Rabbit Action Network- 
Small Grants Program 
 
The Victorian Rabbit Action Network is pleased to 
launch the Small Grants Program to support 
community-led innovation in rabbit 
management. A total of $60,000 will be provided 
for projects between $1,000 – $10,000 to support 
community groups in rabbit management to work 
together to build capacity and facilitate 
knowledge sharing networks 
 
What will the Small Grants Program fund?  

1. Strategic planning approaches to rabbit 
management: Bringing stakeholders 
together to develop and agree on joint 
goals, sharing resources and clear 
commitments for effective rabbit control.   

2. Mapping is an important tool for 
landscape scale action to manage rabbits. 
Projects should consider the development 
of skills and support tools for mapping 
rabbit warrens, track control works, and 
hiring of contractors to assist in mapping 
or mentors to provide mapping 
knowledge.  

3. Community innovation and knowledge: 
Initiatives to share knowledge and know-
how to support effective community-led 
action on rabbits such as community 
forums, field days, promotion and stalls at 
local events.  

 
For a copy of the guidelines and application form 
visit the Victorian Rabbit Action Network website: 
http://rabbitaction.com/2015/09/10/small-
grants-program/  
 
Grant applications are to be submitted to the 
National Rabbit Facilitator by email to 
Michael.reid@ecodev.vic.gov.au  by 8 October, 
2015. 
 

Landcare grants for Tussock field days 
 
The Victorian Serrated Tussock Working Party 
(VSTWP) has developed a Landcare Field Day 
Assistance Grants program that aims to help 
groups host a serrated tussock related field day. 
This program offers Landcare groups/networks 
the opportunity to receive a one off grant of up 
to $500 to sponsor the convening of serrated 
tussock focused field days. 

The grant is available to any Landcare group that 
is incorporated and appropriately insured for such 
events, and will be useful in raising the awareness 
to landowners and managers about the threat 
posed by this noxious weed.  

To further support the field day, the VSTWP will 
provide extension material on serrated tussock 
identification and management, and offer the 
presence of a VSTWP Extension Officer to impart 
serrated tussock education and management 
advice. 

Download the guidelines and application form 
from: http://www.serratedtussock.com/landcare-
grants-tussock-field-days and submit completed 
forms to the Executive Officer, Julie Graham: 
julie.graham@ecodev.vic.gov.au    

 
 

The North Central Chat is made available 
thanks to funding from the Victorian and 

Australian governments. 

 


