
 

 
Thank-you to everyone that carried out Swift Parrot and Regent Honeyeater surveys in May 2015. 

Once again we had a really good response from volunteers across Victoria, ACT, NSW and 

Queensland, with many volunteers visiting numerous sites during the survey weekend.  

 

The May 2015 survey resulted in low numbers of both species, with <150 Swift Parrots (compared to 

1200 in May 2014) and 10 Regent Honeyeaters (compared to 24 in May 2014). These low numbers 

are somewhat disappointing, especially since there has been plenty of food resources (in the form of 

blossoming Eucalypts), and habitat conditions have improved since last year. It is possible that the 

more widespread blossoming of Eucalypts has made it more difficult to locate the birds.  

 

Swift Parrot 

 

 
Swift Parrot feeding (image: Andrew Silcocks) 

 
 

For Swift Parrots, similar low numbers have occurred in May during 2009 and again in 2012. During 

both of these seasons, after actively searching (with the help of local observers) to see where Swift 

Parrots were hiding, large groups (with a maximum total of 920 individuals) were eventually located 

along the south coast of NSW (between Bermagui and Kioloa [north of Batemans Bay]). Conversely, 

despite the great efforts of local observers, just a small number of birds were recorded throughout 

this area during May 2015, this included 7-8 birds near Bermagui and 2-6 birds around Narooma, 

despite reports of patches of flowering trees (bloodwood and spotted gum) and other nectarivores 

(e.g. Musk Lorikeets) within the region. Few birds were also recorded along the far south coast of 
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NSW and in the neighbouring east Gippsland in Victoria. It should be noted that the NSW south coast 

and east Gippsland coastline of Victoria is a huge area to cover with few observers; which highlights 

the need for additional volunteers and greater search effort within this region.  

 

In Victoria, small groups of Swift Parrots (1 – 40 individuals) were recorded in the usual locations of 

western Victoria (St Arnaud, Havelock, Winchelsea), Central Victoria (Muckleford, Kyneton, Bendigo), 

north-east Victoria (Chiltern, Yackandandah, Warby-Ovens National Park), coastal Victoria (Ocean 

Grove, Anglesea), eastern Victoria (Bunyip State Park) and Gippsland (Raymond Island, Balook), and 

within Melbourne and its urban fringe (Brunswick, Parkville, Macleod, Seaford, Altona, Yan Yean, 

Whittlesea). In the ACT, there were birds on the edge of suburbia near Mount Ainslie. Whilst in NSW 

there were few records, and most of them were small numbers of birds, this included small groups 

around Bodalla State Forest, some sites north and south of Wagga Wagga, some in the greater 

Illawarra region, Bateau Bay (Central Coast), and Quorrobolong (Hunter Valley). The northern most 

record was six birds in the Myall Lakes National Park.  

 

Regent Honeyeater 

 

 
A banded Regent Honeyeater with radio transmitter (image: Dean Ingwersen) 

 
The May survey period saw a total of 10 Regent Honeyeaters recorded across their range. A single 

wild bird was found amongst the captive released birds in Chiltern-Mount Pilot National Park in 

Victoria in early May. The first reported Regent Honeyeaters in NSW were a pair of birds sighted on 

the grounds of a native plant nursery at Mount White, on the NSW Central Coast. These birds were 

first seen on May 6th and were last reported to BirdLife on June 15th. The now famous Regent 

Honeyeater that visits gardens in Bundamba (a suburb of Ipswich, Qld) was sighted again on May 

11th. On May 23rd, a pair of birds was found on the interface of suburbia and native bushland in Lake 

Cathie, south of Port Macquarie. The birds seemed to be ‘guarding’ a small, flowering Blackbutt tree, 



 

 

as well as garden plants in neighbouring yards. Four birds were seen approximately 100m west of 

Genowlan Bridge in the Capertee Valley in NSW on May 24th.  

 

Since the May survey period, the largest concentration of Regent Honeyeaters for 2015 were 

recorded on June 13th, where five birds were found feeding in flowering Lemon-scented Gum at the 

Wisemans Ferry Golf Club. It would be very useful if this broader area was covered during the 

upcoming surveys. On the same day a single bird was seen at Genowlan Bridge. Meanwhile, back at 

Chiltern-Mount Pilot National Park, exciting news came through that two Regent Honeyeaters from 

previous releases had been sighted there. One was a bird released in 2013, the other released way 

back in 2008!  

The 2015 Regent Honeyeater captive release in the Box Ironbark forest of Chiltern-Mt Pilot National 

Park has been very successful, with 77 birds released in April 2015. Radio-transmitters were fitted to 

39 birds (with a further 15 attached in early July) to monitor their post-release movements and 

survival. Volunteer participation has been crucial for radio-tracking birds with transmitters (and 

actively searching for banded birds and making behavioural observations), despite the often cold and 

wet weather. A huge thank-you to everyone that has been involved! The post captive release 

monitoring has provided encouraging results to date, with interesting movement data and high 

survival rates of released birds. The recently released Regent Honeyeaters have been feeding on 

flowering Ironbark trees (now starting to lose their flowers) and White Box blossom (becoming 

increasingly available); they have also been observed foraging on insects.  If you are interested in 

volunteering for the captive release monitoring project, contact Elizabeth Wemyss, DELWP Project 

Biodiversity Officer, via email at elizabeth.wemyss@delwp.vic.gov.au or phone 0477 312 592.  

In further news for this species, the Regent Honeyeater has recently been uplisted as Critically 

Endangered by the Federal Government. While recovery actions have helped to halt the decline of 

this species, key feeding and breeding habitat is still under threat (such as the Tomalpin Woodlands 

in the Lower Hunter Valley, NSW). Birdlife Australia is urgently calling on local, state and Australian 

Governments to work together to protect the Regent Honeyeater and its habitat, and to fully invest 

in implementing the recently revised Recovery Plan. For more information about Regent 

Honeyeaters (and resources to help identify and survey this species) see our new web page: 

http://www.birdlife.org.au/projects/woodland-birds-for-biodiversity/regent-honeyeater-wl  

 

August 2015 Survey 
 

The challenge is on again to locate Swift Parrots and Regent Honeyeaters, wherever they may be 

lurking, over the upcoming August survey period. Given the nomadic nature and wide range of both 

species, we need to cover as much ground as possible, especially focusing on areas which contain 

flowering eucalypts for foraging or areas of heavy lerp and insect loads. There have been reports of 

Regent Honeyeaters feeding in both White and Yellow Box in the Capertee Valley and there are also 

indications that the Mistletoe is starting to flower in the She-oaks along the river, so this area is 

definitely worth checking. Elsewhere in NSW there are still patches of White Box and Ironbark 

species flowering on the western slopes and Swamp Mahogany along the coast, though the peak 

flowering for all of these areas seems to have passed.  
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Help us find more Swift Parrots and Regent Honeyeaters during the August 2015 survey weekend (1st 

and 2nd), and also contribute to critical long-term data of these two species. We are looking for 

volunteers to help survey Swift Parrots and Regent Honeyeaters across Victoria, ACT, NSW and 

Queensland. We are also happy for people to get out a week either side of this August survey 

weekend. Please note, if you are submitting records to Birdline and/or birding Facebook pages, 

please also send any sighting information to us. Also, remember that nil records of both species are 

just as important as a positive record; this information tells us where birds are absent at a particular 

time, and gives a more accurate picture of search effort. 

 

For more information about the surveys see: http://birdlife.org.au/projects/woodland-birds-for-

biodiversity or contact dean.ingwersen@birdlife.org.au (Regent Honeyeaters), 

mick.roderick@birdlife.org.au (Swift Parrots NSW, ACT and Qld) or caroline.wilson@birdlife.org.au 

(Swift Parrots VIC). 

 

Please let us know your email address if you would prefer to receive electronic copies of this report.   
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